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The Government of India and state government have effectively used (misused) two controversial legislations in J&K state for its supposed aim of ‘restoring normalcy and peace’. The Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA), which gives, unfettered powers to the centrally deployed army and police are excluded from any accountability. They enjoy complete impunity and any act they do are considered to be done in the line of duty, including human rights violations like extrajudicial executions, rapes etc. The PSA has also been effectively used to stifle the dissent.  Under AFSPA, the Army has committed all sort of human right violations which qualifies crimes against humanity under the international law. The legislation has been in contravention of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)  and the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). 

In past during universal periodic review (UPR) of India, the legislation has been disapproved vehemently and it was urged upon India to do away with the legislation. Army has prevailed upon the Government of India to continue the legislation to avoid de-moralization within its ranks. The Supreme Court of India has also upheld the constitutional validity of the AFSPA. Equally the detention law like PSA which is also a controversial act, as it involves detaining a person without fair trial or charge sheet and is in contradiction of the International Humanitarian Law. 

Some years back, Amnesty International has criticized the PSA in its report “Lawless Law”. Some amendments were made in the PSA act regarding the age of the minors and period of detention, but the legislation is still there and is used “effectively” against political activists, students and religious leaders. Even human right defenders have not been spared. Anybody who is seen as a 'potential organizer' who is even not remotely responsible for violence is booked under the PSA. Routinely dossiers, grounds of detention and detention orders are passed by the detaining authorities. In most of the cases, the detaining authorities (district magistrates) are passing orders mechanically and acting on political considerations. The Central investigation agencies like Intelligence Bureau (IB) are using these detaining authorities as rubber stamps and only in very rare cases have the detaining authorities rejected the dossiers forwarded by the police. 

During this year's agitation, PSA has been promiscuously used to control even the activists in order to quell the uprising as a result of which hundreds of people are languishing in jails; hundreds of petitions have been filed before the JK High Court. In numerous cases courts have quashed the detention orders as illegal but the state is still adopting the revolving door policy. Detainees are re-booked in other PSA orders as the government is convinced that for restoring peace in the valley these people are to be kept out of circulation in public interest. In a democratic system where people are threatened with the nullification of their universally recognized civil rights, the duty lies more on the judiciary to rise to the occasion for protection of the rights of the people. The judges are formally independent and enjoy enormous powers. While exercising the judicial review they have to raise to the occasion for the protection of the rights of people as they are under constitutional-oath to protect fundamental rights of the citizens. More so when there is systematic and institutional repression from the state and where people are left with only one option and that is to take recourse to judiciary, for example like payment of rupees fifty thousand to one of the legislatures in the state for wrongful confinement was a pro-active judicial act, which enhances the prestige of the judiciary but in hundreds of the cases where no compensation for wrongful confinement of marginalized members of the society including the prisoners of conscience who are detained for their political convictions it justifies the saying of Thoreau who said that the “under a government which imprisons any unjustly, the true place for a just man is also a prison." More so, it is the detaining authorities who have not faced any accountability for the illegal orders they are routinely passing. 

Contrary to the government circular they are not writing their names in the detention orders in order to remain invisible. A report on these abuses and misdeeds is warranted to highlight the culpability of the detaining authorities so that their deeds remain on record at least for their moral indictment. Lastly, for protecting one’s civil liberties one should not rely only on courts but on us.

 A Sikh CRPF Man Fired Volley of Pellets at Junaid Causes His Death
Media and Doctors Act Irresponsible in Junaid’s case 

The Informative Missive 	1	October 2016

Junaid’s killing by the armed forces has left his family in perpetual pain and agony. He was not part of any protest. He was deliberately targeted by the forces when he along with his mother was out on the main gate of his house to see off his aunt. The Informative Missive talked to the family to know in which circumstances Junaid’s was killed. His dejected father Ghulam Mohammad Akhoon and his sister Iqra talked in detail about the killing incident. 
At the time of The Informative Missive researcher’s visit to Junaid’s house situated at Saidapora, Eidgah in downtown Srinagar there was deafening silence, giving the impression as none was living inside. The shock of Junaid’s killing was so deep that it took a while to make the family understand the researcher has come to know the account of Junaid’s killing.
	Twelve-year-old Junaid, a student of 7th standard, fell to the pellets fired by CRPF personnel at a time when there was no protest in the area. He was killed with a clear intention. The family also questioned the irresponsible media reporting and the doctors’ conduct at hospital where the minor boy was taken for emergency treatment. 
 (
It was a CRPF patrolling party who fired pellets at Junaid.
Hospital security guards were not allowing us to see his body. His bed was awash with blood.
He was killed at his house, literally in his mother’s lap.
)	While sharing the details of the incident Ghulam Mohammad said, “On October 7, around 9:30 am, of Friday some boys had thrown stones at a bunker on Ali Jan Road at Eidgha. It was Friday; Junaid had gone to offer the customary noon prayers and had come back.” 
That day Junaid’s aunt had come for a visit. When some of the family members went to see off the aunty there was no procession, no protest or anything in the area. “Around 2:30 pm we went to see her off till our main gate which is near the main porch of our house. All of us went to see her off. I went to drop her on a motorcycle. I was still outside, dropping her off when I came to know that my son had been injured. His mother had told him to close the main gate behind him and then suddenly she heard a thud and Junaid was shot with pellets by a posse of CRPF men.” 
It was a CRPF patrolling party who fired pellets at Junaid. When the father got hold of his son’s body and went to Chowk, they fired PAVA shells at them. They couldn’t even breathe or see what was happening. 
“We immediately went to SKIMS. At first, the doctors there said that he was okay. There was some medical delay in his treatment. Someone had heard that IG police had conveyed to the hospital authorities that don’t disclose that Junaid’s condition was critical; he had informed them to wait till morning. We were at SKIMS by 3:15 PM and within two hours he had to be operated upon. The doctors said that his condition was critical but within two hours if he was to be operated upon he will be fine. But they delayed the surgery and a surgery was performed on him at 10 PM. They delayed it,” the shocked father stated. 
 Three CT Scans were performed on him. After the surgery, the doctor told Junaid older sister ‘mubarak tchu’ (Congratulations) that Junaid was okay. The doctor said that Junaid was 75% alive. When they gave the assurances that he was fine, the female folk were sent home. The male members of the family were still at the hospital. At 2 AM, Junaid died on his bed. 
Ghulam Mohammad further stated, “Hospital security guards were not allowing us to see his body. His bed was awash with blood. They had thought and decided not to deliver us the body but we told them that responsibilities of that decision will lie with the hospital authorities and only then they handed over the body to us.”
 A police party was there to follow Junaid’s attendants but they somehow managed to bring his body to home. 
Junaid’s sister Iqra said, “In the morning, they shelled at his funeral procession too in which many people got injured. You can see those pictures in the newspapers. His mother wanted him to be buried near his house in Saidapora, the caretakers at the main Martyr’s Graveyard told the family that Junaid can be buried at any graveyard, it won’t affect his martyrdom.”
Junaid’s killing was a targeted killing. He was killed at his house, literally in his mother’s lap. 
She further stated, “Armed forces killed him but we believe that administration is responsible as Mehbooba Mufti herself said that the killing of youth is justified as they attack camps and police posts.” 
While giving the identity of the perpetrator who fired pellets at Junaid the Iqra said, “He was killed by pellets fired by a Sikh CRPF trooper – the neighbours told us. An entire pellet cartridge was shot at him.” 
Government says that Junaid was killed in clashes and protests but he was killed at his house. There were no protests in the area. If there were any protests in the area, why would his father escort the aunt on a motorbike to the stop? There were no protests at all. Media has also reported wrongly and irresponsibly that Junaid was killed in protests and clashes. He wasn’t.
The family hasn’t filed any complaints. “Why should we? Have they ever punished the guilty? My brother is not alone, there are others who were killed and their killers are roaming free,” laments Iqra. 
 “Even if they want to punish the guilty, they will bring a poor Bengali and make him the scapegoat of Junaid’s killing by promising him money. We haven’t pursued the case. Somebody in the government had commented that they will compensate us, but can a loss of human life be compensated? Can there ever be compensation of this loss? It’s not like that our house has not been fired, it has not burned to ground that they will compensate us,” the dejected sister lamented.
They are saying that they will investigate but what will they investigate? Can they bring him back? Why do they use pellets on us, while they use water cannon on protestors in New Delhi. My brother was shot dead in his compound. 
On October 9, CRPF came and shot pepper gas shells at the women mourners inside the tent. They shot a stone with a slingshot and it hit the TV and damaged it. They fired shells at the mourning procession of Junaid. 

Narbal Youth Succumbs to Pellet Injuries

Oct 01: Muzaffar Ahmed Pandith of Chak-e-Kawoosa breathed his last on October 1 SKIMS hospital in Soura. The doctors termed the cause of his death as infection in blood. Muzaffar’s killings further swells the year 2016 killing list. 
Muzaffar’s father Moahmmad Ramzan while talking to The Informative Missive said, Muzaffar was fired at with pellets by police personnel on September 15 evening. Mohammad Ramzan Pandit is an orderly in the education department. A middle-aged man, Ramzan said, “My son used to offer five times a day. On the fateful day he went to offer evening prayers at the local masjid. I was at home and later came to know that he was hit with pellets by government forces.”
On September 2016, there was a protest going on at main road Chak-I-Kawoosa, a distance of over 700 metres from the shop where Mehraj was standing. The shop was situated just outside a local Masjid where from Muzaffar came out after offering Magrib (pre-dusk) prayers. The protest was mild in nature and had not much effect on peoples’ mobility. Few police vehicle to corner the protesters took to a by-lane, which leads to the other side of the road i.e. behind the protesters. It was then Muzaffar was targeted with pellets from a rushing police vehicle. 
“The shopkeeper outside whose shop Muzaffar was targeted told me that he was busy talking with him when a policeman showered pellets on him. He had just come out of the nearby Masjid and was in conversation with the shopkeeper,” Ramzan quoting the shopkeeper, who witnessed police firing pellets at Muzaffar.
He further stated, “He was precisely targeted by police with pellets. His left side of face was showered with pellets some of them hitting his left eye.” 
Not only Muzaffar another boy was targeted with pellets on his body.  
Some of the local boys took Muzaffar to Magam Hospital. “When the shopkeeper saw Muzaffar down on the ground with bloody face, he ran for his safety. Then some boys courageously without caring for police retaliation took Muzaffar to the local hospital where from he was shifted to SMHS hospital at Srinagar,” Ramzan averred while sharing the details how his son was shifted to the hospital without his family being informed by the boys to whom he was highly thankful.   
At SMHS hospital, Muzaffar was operated upon on the following day. “After the surgery he was discharged and was kept on strict medication. We were told to re-visit on September 27 and he was again operated.”
After two days Ramzan was told by the doctors to take him home. Before he could be shifted back to home, Muzaffar complained of severe belly and back pain.  He was shown to a doctor, who after examining Muzaffar told Ramzan that “for now you can take him home”. However, when Ramzan asked the doctor about his recovery chances, he was told that pellets had been lodged deep in his eye and the doctor was not in a position to say anything with surety.   
“We were highly disappointed over doctor’s observation. We were also ourselves not seen any visible improvement in Muzaffar’s conditions. He kept complaining of pain till he dies,” Ramzan stated and paused for a while to recount further details.  
On October 16, Mohammad Ramzan visited police station Magam to check whether FIR has been registered into his son’s killing or not. He was told by the clerk that no FIR was lodged into the incident. Thereafter, Ramzan met Dy SP to get the FIR registered. “The Dy SP told me that my complaint would not be entertained until the police get hospital summary of my son’s death.  When months passed-by no summary was sent to police, Ramzan took it on himself and went to the SKIMS hospital to get the medical summary of his son.  
“Clearly pellets killed him. We had no idea why doctors delayed his medical summary to the police. We can only presume it may be the police pressure that worked on the doctors,” complained the dejected father. 
The father was keenly waiting that the medical summary would be send to police so that police will file FIR. The father believes that police was pretending and if it receives the medical summary there would not be any excuse for police to delay the FIR, which seems very likely.

Just 19, Student Died of Cardiac Arrest During Police Shelling 

During 2016 uprising people were not only get killed by bullets and pellets fired by the forces while dealing with the protesters. There are cases where people died of heart attack due to the high decibel noise created by teargas and bullet firing. Javaid Ahmad Mir was one of the persons died of heart attack during 2016 people’s agitation, which engulfs the whole valley. When Javaid’s brother approached police to file FIR the request was rejected.
To collect the case details a researcher of The Informative Missive visited Javaid’s house at Nasrullah Pora, Budgam district in central Kashmir where he talked to father and brother of the deceased. 
“There was no doubt whatsoever that Javaid’s death was result of indiscriminate teargas shelling. In fact, the police had rained tear smoke shells to avenge the peoples’ participation in protests,” Fatta Mohammad Javaid’s father stated when asked how his son died.
On 21-October-2016, post-Friday prayers, youth assembled at Nasrullah Pora Bus stop in Budgam to register a protests against the killings that took place after Burhan Wani’s killing on July 08. There was mild stone pelting, however, police managed to disperse the assembled youth after resorting to teargas shelling. 
After a while there was relative calm in the area. Encouraged by the calm, and no police deployment in the area, the villagers went out for strolling. As the time passes, the people’s presence including women on the streets swells up.  As the clock ticked 4:30 pm a sizeable police contingent suddenly appeared at Nasrullah Pora village. Before people, on the streets, could understand anything police fired volley of teargas shell in all the directions forcing people to run for their safety. There were chaotic scenes all over.   
“As the police started teargas shelling aimed at people there was complete chaos. Javaid was also on the street. He was talking to his friends on the roadside,” his father stated.
As the shelling intensified Javaid along with his friends including his cousin ran for safety. “It was smoky and noisy all over. Javaid along with his cousin ran towards the nearby fields. After running over 100 meters he collapsed,” stated Fatta Mohammad with frequent pauses.  
Javaid’s cousin has no idea except calling up his family. Javaid’s mother Sara Bano along with some villagers went to the spot. “We tried to give him some water; however, he was unable to gulp it. We took him to nearest Soibugh Hospital.  From there he was quickly shifted to J.V.C Hospital Bemina, Srinagar. The doctors at J.V.C Hospital declared him brought dead at 5:45 pm.  Medically his death was result of his cardiac arrest”, his father stated while displaying the medical records.  
The family doesn’t allowed doctors to conduct his post-mortem. They brought him home. People in thousands participated in his funeral. 
After few days when family visited police station Budgam to file FIR into the killing, the SHO Mohammad Rafiq refused to entertain the complaint on the pretext that Javaid died a natural death. Instead, the family was asked to meet SSP Budgam for filing the report. 
“Police didn’t want to lodge FIR as its own men were involved in the killing. Asking us to meet the SSP was to frustrate us. The circumstances in which Javid died was sufficient to prove Javaid died of police onslaught not a natural death,” stated Javid’s brother Nisar Ahmad Mir.  
Javaid was a student of BA Ist year and has always remain aloof from the protests. “My son never takes interest in political developments in Kashmir. He was a focused student with dreams to fulfill,”Fatta stated with his eyes moist with tears.   
Javaid was physically fine youth without having any health issues. “He was physically agile. Absolutely fine. It’s well-understood he died of police onslaught,” Nisar stated. 

Baramulla Woman Framed under PSA for Refusing Sex with Police Officials 

Haseena, 31, wife of Mohammad Yousuf Bhat of Sheeri, Baramulla, was subjected to worst form of harassment, sexual assault and illegal detention by Jammu and Kashmir police. She and her husband were framed by the police officials when she didn’t relent to their demand of having illicit relation with them. Both were booked under PSA. Haseena shared her long torturous tale with The Informative Missive. 
Haseena’s Statement:
 (
Some men who were in a tipper called him, they were policemen in civvies, 
they
 picked him up and took him to Gantamulla police station.
 
They forcibly grabbed my hand and suggestively told me that they will help me in the release 
  
    
of
 my husband, if I give them favours (sexual favours).
 They verbally abused me and threatened me to either pay the money or have illicit relations 
  
     
with
 them.
Havaldar Amin who threatened me that he will do worse tha
n what had been done to Shopian 
girls.
)My husband and I got married in 1998. I was in 9th standard at the time of my marriage. He was working as a photographer. My parents had died, so my husband came over to live with me and my family (instead of the other way round). My younger brother and sister were living with me. After a while, my brother left and lived separately. He used to work as a driver. He lived separately from us. I knew him as an honest, pious person but he had got involved with a girl, who brought miseries to our home. Apparently, he had married the girl and this resulted in many problems. The girl’s family was close to police and National Conference. With their connivance, police raided our house in 2009. When police and STF men came to our house on that day in 2009, they harassed and asked us about the whereabouts of my brother Mehraj ud Din, who they said had kidnapped a girl (the same girl who was involved with him). We told them we don’t have any knowledge about his whereabouts. I told the policemen that you should ask about Mehraj ud Din’s whereabouts from our elder brother, who is accountable and responsible for him. Why are you harassing me, I asked them? They didn’t listen to me and started verbally abusing me to which the village neighbours didn’t took kindly and their vehicle was attacked. There was stone throwing. Many people got injured. My husband was still a photographer at that time. He used to work as a photographer in Uri – where he had rented a shop. This was in 2009. 
Five days after this incident at home, when my husband left for work some men who were in a tipper called him, they were policemen in civvies, they picked him up and took him to Gantamulla police station. SHO Khursheed Khan was there. He was arrested and taken to Baramulla police station. I didn’t know where he was, for two – three days I had no clue about his whereabouts. Then his friend Bilal, who used to work with him, came to my house and told me that he has been arrested. At this point, I didn’t know what to do. His friends talked to SHO and SP but nothing happened. 
Four days later, a policeman Havaldar Amin came to my home and told me that SHO Baramulla Police Station and my husband, who was lodged there, had asked for me. They wanted to meet me. He threatened me that if I don’t comply and meet them, they will pick me up. On the next day, I went to police station Baramulla. I took three persons with me – Rafiq Sheeri, Riyaz and Bilal. Riyaz and Bilal were friends with my husband’s and Rafiq Sheeri is a respected elderly person from Sheeri. We went to police station Baramulla at 11 am but we couldn’t meet anyone there immediately. We were waiting there till evening prayers and then they called us in to meet SHO and some other police officials. SHO Abdul Ahad was there, Havaldar Amin was in the room also and some other policemen. They brought tea. They started talking respectfully at first. I pleaded with them to ask me where my husband was. I told them that if they release my husband, he will find my brother and his wife (who they were looking for) and bring them to you. I pleaded with them that I am poor. They forcibly grabbed my hand and suggestively told me that they will help me in the release of my husband, if I give them favours (sexual favours). They had an evil eye on me. I told this to Rafiq Sheeri, who is like a father to me. I left the police station in tears and told the three men there that I cannot take this. These policemen have ill intentions on me. I couldn’t even meet my husband at that time. 
After 3 – 4 days, a police vehicle arrived at my home. They came late in the day, between 5 – 6 pm. They were form police station Baramulla. I left stealthily from my home as I didn’t want to face them. I took my young child in my arms and left the house. I straightaway went to Riyaz Sheeri’s home. I told him that a police vehicle has come to my home, you please meet him. He told me to wait there at his house as he will go and meet these policemen. He went to my house but the police vehicle had already left. After two days, my husband was tortured. 
Some days later, a person namely Jan Mohammad aka Jaana had gone to meet my husband and he told me that my husband had been severely beaten and has been tortured and he asked me to do something about it. On the next day, I took Riyaz Sheeri with me and went to police station Baramulla and I was allowed to meet my husband. He was in a really bad shape. We cried loudly on seeing each other. He had visible torture marks on his body and face. He told me that he had been given a roller treatment – a wooden roller was rolled on his body. He told me what police had done to him. He was beaten and was tortured to reveal the location of his brother-in-law and his wife (who had fled) but he didn’t know anything about them. He was as clueless as me. They also beat him because they wanted me to have illicit sexual relations with them which I had totally refused. 
After five minutes of my meeting with him, a policeman told me that SHO Abdullah wants to meet me. I told Riyaz Sheeri and others to accompany me. Then I went inside to meet the SHO. The SHO asked me reveal the location of my fleeing brother and his wife. I said the same thing that I don’t know where he is and I told him that if he releases my husband – my husband would look for him and find him. SHO told me that he will release my husband on one condition. He will release him tomorrow for a period of four days during which time he has to find my fleeing brother and his wife. The SHO said that if my husband fails to do so, he will have to furnish a sum of twenty thousand rupees, otherwise he would be re-arrested. I told him where will I get this money, that I am very poor and have small children – one young boy and a small daughter. A policeman there started abusing me. I told them where I will get the money from. I told him that he should get the money from the actual criminals, not from innocents. When I refused, he said that he is asking for only twenty thousand rupees because he knows that we are poor. He said that if we fail to do so, he will charge fifty thousand rupees from us. Then my husband was released at that time only. It was around 4 pm. The men who were accompanying me told the SHO that they will arrange the money. 
After this, we left the police station. Our daughter was very ill and we took her to the hospital. And then he started looking for my brother at friends and relatives places. But he couldn’t find him in the four days. And after these four days are over, on the fifth day he was re-arrested at Baramulla, near a park and was taken to police station Baramulla. He was beaten again and was asked had he arranged the money? He was told by the policemen where was the money? He was told that ‘all the issue would have ended if he had brought the money’. It was the peak of protests in Kashmir, Kashmiris were out on roads protesting against the double rape and murder of two young women in Shopian. The next day policemen barged into my house. I told them why he was re-arrested. They verbally abused me and threatened me to either pay the money or have illicit relations with them. 
After being abused at home, I go to the village elders and plead with them that these police men have an evil eye on me and I can’t go to the police station anymore. I pleaded with them to help me release my husband. They said that without money, police won’t agree in releasing my husband. They have already beaten and tortured my husband. 
The police actually knew where my brother and his wife were, who had fled. But what they really wanted was to have illicit relations with me. The police told me that they will harass me forever if I don’t yield. 
Six days later, I took an elderly person named Lasse Khan of Fatehgarh and we went to police station Baramulla in his own car. I met my husband there and he told me that police has found out where the boy and girl were. He said that the police are going to apprehend them in Bemina, where the boy and girl were hiding at my relatives place. I think the police already knew where the duo was hiding. Since we were going to my relatives place, I told them to wear civilian clothes. The relatives of the girl were also there. The girl’s relatives got into a tiff with the policemen because they now wanted to settle the issue. I hired a cab and we got into the vehicle; me and my husband, and four policemen, Lassa Khan was also in the same vehicle. The girl’s relatives hired another cab. 
Havaldar Amin (who had previously abused me) was driving in his own car and was driving vulgarly and his car stereo was loud. We reached Bemina and all seems fine now. We had juice there. My relatives showed them the Nikkah (marriage) documents and Court documents and told them that the girl and boy are legally married. The police had another tiff with the husband. 
When we left from there, the absconding couple was set free and was allowed to went for Breni in Baramulla. 
When we reach police station Baramulla, I was hassled, molested and threatened with rape by Havaldar Amin who threatened me that he will do worse than what had been done to Shopian girls. It was an attempt to rape. Phir halaat kharaab hogaye (the situation turned worse in which some boys were killed in police firing). 
After this incident, I was undergoing treatment for the next three four months. My husband was still in detention at that time. They had booked him under Public Safety Act. 
I also went to Deputy Commissioner Baramulla and gave a statement there. My sister was with me at that time. All police officials were suspended. 
I was arrested by SHO Khursheed Khan and was taken to Central Jail Srinagar. I was first taken to court in Baramulla and I gave a statement there in front of the judge but he said nothing and I was taken to Central Jail in Srinagar. 
I was under PSA in Central Jail in Srinagar for two and a half months. My entire family has suffered through this. I was in jail with Asiya Andrabi. She helped me a lot and my family. The Hurriyat helped me also. 
When I was released DSP there told me that if I ever made any associations with Hurriyat, they would send me to Tihar jail and hang me. 
During this uprising in 2016, my husband was again arrested and was booked under Public Safety Act. He is still lodged in Kot Bhalwal jail. He was arrested on the night of July 10, under a fresh PSA. At 2:30 am in the night, they raided our house and arrested my husband. He was arrested by STF. While he was being arrested, DSP Khalid abused my little daughter when she started crying. He called her a whore. This is shameless. 

Now a Handicapped, Youth Still Haunt by 2008 Memories
His hopes of playing sports at higher level fall flat 

Twenty-two-year-old, 12th class student, Javaid Ahmad Pathan son of Ghulam Mohammad Pathan was asked by the State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) to submit convincing reasons for why he applied for compensation years after his injury. Javaid’s right leg was amputated after he received a bullet fired by CRPF personnel on August 12, 2008. 
	Javaid, a resident of Saidpora, Eidgha in Srinagar downtown, was a minor at the time of the incident. He was just 13-years-old in 2008.  Javaid was good and agile sportsman in shot put, a track and field event involving throwing a heavy spherical object as far as possible. He has proved his mettle in the sports by securing a gold medal at a district level competition.   
Many surgeries were conducted to nurse his would, however, doctors had to finally amputate his leg to save his life. 
	Javaid approached the office of The Informative Missive for helping him to draft an applicant mentioning the reasons of his delay in filing compensation case before SHRC. 
	While preparing his application Javaid said, “On August 12, 2008, I was on my way back home from tuitions. On reaching at the main road at Soura (on outskirts of Srinagar) I saw two separate processions were coming from two different directions.”
One protest rally was coming from Saidapora and the other from Zoonimar area. Both were peacefully marching with mild sloganeering. They were supposed to merge at Soura main road and presumably to head towards Eidgha to respond to the call of Hurriyat leadership, which had given a call to assemble at Eidgha. 
As the two protester rallies getting closer, CRPF personnel manning a bunker at Soura main road without any provocation opened fire. Two persons were injured in the firing. One died while Javaid Ahmad sustained grievous injury in his right leg. The slain civilian was identified as Rafiq Ahmad of Zoonimar. 
Javaid further stated “I had no plan to join the protest. I was some hundred meters away from both rallies. Suddenly, I heard gunshots. I felt something hot hit my leg. Before I could understand what happened to me I fell down on the road. I was crying and weeping helplessness. Everyone was running helter-skelter to save their skin”.
When the people noticed injured minor on the road, they rushed towards him to take him to the hospital. However, the CRPF personnel, who opened the fire, prevented people from doing so. Courageous, without caring for their lives, two of the young boys lifted Javaid and took him on a bike. The CRPF men rained lathis on both of them but they managed to take Javaid to the hospital.
“It was courageous act by these youth. Had these boys had not come timely to my rescue I would have been died there and then. Blood was streaming out of my leg,” Javaid stated. 
As many as four surgeries were conducted on Javaid’s leg. “Doctors operated my leg four times. In the process huge amount of blood loss occurred. No less than 26 blood pints were administered into my body. The injury was so grave that doctors despite enormous efforts failed to save my leg.  Finally, I had to face amputation.” Javaid averred.
The medical expenses incurred on Javaid treatment were humongous. “Since I belong to a poor family not in a position to bear the medical expenses and prosthetic leg, the local community members came forward. People pooled money to meet my medical expenses. I am also thankful to a doctor who helped me in arranging an artificial limb. Otherwise, I would not have been alive today,” Javaid said while explaining the difficulties he was having during his treatment.
The doom of August 12 is still haunting Javaid. “The memories of that day are still fresh in my mind. Whenever, agitation 2008 get discussed anywhere nervousness starts taking over me. I still can feel the disturbing noise of that day. Dust emanating from the bare roads, people running in every direction for cover. Cries and shrieks and sounds of bullets,” the dejected Javaid stated while explaining his mental state he is in for years now. 
When Javaid approached the SHRC for recommending his case for compensation he was asked to furnish reason for delay in filing the petition before the Commission. 
“When I filed compensation case before the SHRC they asked me to file in writing the reasons of my delay in approaching the institution. It was a strange demand. The officials there had already read my detailed application mentioning my entire case timeline and still demands reasons for delay. How pity,” Ashiq stated while expressing his frustration even in securing only the compensation not to talk of action against forces responsible for his tribulations.  
The sports potential in him was outstanding. “I was applauded by the people for having huge talent in shot put. I also used to play cricket but my talent in shot put was enormous, which I have proved by winning a gold medal at district level. I was all set to compete at next level. However, the incident changed my life and my hopes of being a good sportsman dashed forever,” stated dejected youth.   
FIR No. 117/2008 u/s 147,148,149,188,307,336,427 stands registered with police station Safa Kadal. 
Earlier, in 2009, the victim had approached D.C office Srinagar for compensation vide case no. 4810/R/Inj/491/DIS/09.  The case is still pending there. 
Bullet ridden body of youth found

Oct 21: A bullet-riddled body of a youth identified as Shamim Ahmad Patloo, son of Abdul Aziz Patloo of Arwani Bijbehara was found in Kujjar village of Kulgam district. Shamim, according to his family members, was kidnapped by unknown gunmen from his home four days ago. A bullet wound was found on his neck.

PSA CASES

Despite widespread criticism, the government continues with the policy of Public Safety Act (PSA) and random arrests after Burhan Wani’s killing that triggered relentless widespread protests across Kashmir. Not only locally but international organizations like Amnesty International, which had come up with a report on PSA in 2011 has strongly criticized the government for continuing with the policy of booking people under PSA. Political activists, students, aged persons, physically and mentally challenged and patients were booked under PSA. 
· PSA slapped on teenager for being ‘threat to maintenance of peace’
Oct 04: Authorities have slapped public safety act on a nineteen-year-old boy, Arif Rashid Shah of Achabal, Kokernag in South Kashmir’s Anantnag (Islamabad) district for being “great threat to the maintenance of peace and public order in the area.” Shah is lodged in Kot Balwal jail.
The grounds of detention allege that during the ongoing turmoil, Shah has played “active role in advocating, abetting and inciting people of Achabal area to hold demonstrations against the established government.”
“On 3/7/2016 at 1.30 hours, an unruly mob led by you equipped with stones attacked police station Achabal and government quarters of officers/officials, glass panels and solar light plates got damaged due to stone pelting. A case FIR 77/2016 was registered against you,” it reads.
“19-year old Shah and his associates instigated the people damage government/ public property, besides raising anti-national and pro-militancy slogans.
“Keeping in view your involvement in aforementioned activities, it is clear that you are great threat to the maintenance of peace and public order in the area.
“Your activities are highly prejudicial to the maintenance of public order, so to prevent you from carrying out these unlawful activities repeatedly, you are hereby detained under the provisions of the J&K Public safety Act, 1978,” the grounds of detention read.
As per the school records, the date of birth of Shah is March 15, 1997.
· Detention of cancer patient’s son
Oct 05: Moved by the petition filed by a woman suffering from cancer, whose teenager son was booked under infamous Public Safety Act (PSA) and lodged in Kotbalwal Jail, Jammu, High Court Wednesday directed the government to consider shifting the detained teenager to Srinagar or facilitate her mother’s meeting with her son.
“Considering the serious nature of ailment of the mother of the detenue, it has become necessary to direct the government either arrange the meeting of the mother with his detained son by facilitating her smooth journey by arranging her airfare or produce the detained boy before this Court on October 7 to enable her mother to meet him,” Justice Ali Muhammad Magrey directed.
He said in view of the peculiar facts and circumstances of the case, government is further directed to consider the change in lodgment of the detenue in Srinagar.
The bench further directed the government through District Magistrate, Srinagar, and Principal Secretary, Home Department Registry to file the compliance report by or before October 7, the next day of hearing of the case.
18-year-old Aashiq Hussain Dar alias Ashoo son of Bashir Ahmad Dar and Sakina was arrested by police from his home at Padshahi Bagh area in uptown Srinagar on September 6.
Subsequently, his family moved the court to secure his bail. On the day, the family secured the bail order and went to police station to seek his custody, they were told by police that Aashiq was booked under PSA.
Aashiq’s mother Sakina Bano, who is a cancer patient, filed the instant application before the court pleading that she is deeply attached to her son and due to her chronic ailment, she cannot undertake the long journey to and fro from Srinagar to Jammu to meet her son detained in Kotbalwal jail, Jammu. She pleaded that her son be shifted to Srinagar.
· 134 PERSONS BOOKED UNDER PSA IN NORTH KASHMIR
38 dossiers prepared 
Oct 07: The J&K Government has slapped 134 persons with the controversial Public Safety Act (PSA) in north Kashmir districts during the past three months of uprising.
The official records accessed by media reveal that 38 fresh dossiers have been prepared to detain more people under this controversial law.
“PSA has been imposed against 134 persons who have been already detained in jails. But in order to quell the ongoing unrest, 38 fresh dossiers have been prepared against persons who have been identified by police for inciting violence in the districts,” a senior official said, wishing not to be named.
He said PSA dossier is submitted to the Deputy Commissioner by the concerned Superintendent of Police (SP) and the former issues the warrant against these persons.
“But in some cases arrest gets delayed for many reasons. Either the person goes absconding or he takes advantage of ailments. We consider the health conditions before making arrests,” a police official said.
As per the official records, 26 persons have been booked in Baramulla police district while as 26 fresh dossiers have been prepared by the police to detain more people here.
“We have identified 26 persons against whom fresh dossiers have been prepared and they will be arrested as well,” the police official said.
In Sopore police district (in Baramulla) PSA has been slapped against 48 people and all of them have been detained in different jails.
Also, the police records reveal that FIR has been registered against 238 people in Baramulla for their involvement in creating law and order situation while as 212 people have been put under preventive custody.
“No cases have been registered against those under preventive custody but their arrests take place to control law and order situation,” the senior police official said.
	The police records further reveal that FIR has been registered against 111 persons in Sopore police district till September 20 and booked under several cases for inciting violence while as 50 are under preventive custody.
Interestingly PSA has come under sharp criticism from human rights bodies as it enables the State to detain anyone for up to two years without trial.
Meanwhile, 33 people have been slapped with PSA in Bandipora district while as the administration, as per the records, has prepared fresh dossiers against three person.
	Similarly PSA has been slapped against 13 persons in Handwara police district (in district Kupwara), while as seven fresh dossiers are prepared to detain more persons.
In Kupwara, 14 people have been detained under PSA while as police has identified two more persons and is mulling to prepare dossiers against them.
Interestingly, four government employees have been slapped with PSA in north Kashmir districts while as fresh PSA dossiers against 14 more employees who, according to police, are involved in creating law and order situation are being prepared.
“PSA was executed against four government employees and they were shifted to different jails,” the police official said.
“One of them is working in forest department, one is a teacher, one is from health department and another works as a clerk in DC office in one of the north Kashmir districts.”
· OVER 300 ARRESTED, 17 BOOKED UNDER PSA IN GANDERBAL 
Oct 07: In a major operation to quell the ongoing protests, police have arrested at least 300 persons including teenagers in the district and booked at least 17 of them under the stringent Public Safety Act (PSA). Details gathered by media from various police stations in the district reveal that the 17 persons booked under PSA have been shifted to various jails in Kashmir and Jammu.
· Police invokes 1989 Rubaiya Sayeed kidnapping case to book JKLF leader under PSA
Oct 10: Police has invoked the 1989 kidnapping case of Rubaiya Sayeed to detain a JKLF leader, Noor Muhammad Kalwal under infamous Public Safety Act (PSA).
	The PSA dossier of Kalwal prepared by SSP Srinagar states that the JKLF leader was known for his past activities which can be inferred from the fact that for his release in 1989, Rubaiya Sayeed daughter of then Home Minister of India Mufti Muhammad Sayeed was kidnapped by the militant outfit.
	Rubaiya Sayeed was kidnapped on December 8, 1989, days after her father Mufti Muhammad Sayeed became the first Muslim home minister of India in the V P Singh government. She was released on December 13 in exchange for release of five JKLF militants including Noor Muhammad Kalwal.
	“You are a known ‘incorrigible secessionist’, who has figured adversely in police records since long and till date not mend ways and activities and continues to indulge in highly objectionable illegal activities,” reads the police dossier against Kalwal.
	It states that after eruption of militancy, Kalwal became one of the important members of JKLF. “You obtained arms training and started working in close coordination with Muhammad Yaseen Malik, Javaid Ahmad Mir, Ishfaq Majeed Wani and other top JKLF commanders. Subsequently, with the change in scenario, you also changed your strategy and joined Hurriyat Conference (Yaseen Group) which claims to be fighting for ‘secession for J&K from the Union of India’. This change is basically of strategy and not of the idea”.
	The authorities invoked PSA against Kalwal on September 19 along with Hurriyat (G) chief spokesman, Ayaz Akbar and both were shifted them to Kotbalwal jail, Jammu.
	While the police dossier doesn’t mention any FIR against Kalwal, it, however, accused him of being a part of a “well-knit conspiracy”.
	“It appears that under a well-knit conspiracy, you and other associates are intentionally resorting to such activities, which disturb public peace. The activities of you and like-minded elements contribute to the overall surcharged atmosphere created by secessionist elements, who have been sponsoring strikes,” the dossier reads adding, “In order to stop Kalwala from indulging in such activities, his detention under the provisions of PSA at this stage has become imperative.”                                                         
	The police dossier added that Kalwal’s activities are highly prejudicial in the maintenance of public order and “warrant” immediate preventive measures.
	After the outbreak of unrest in the Valley on July 9, authorities have booked at least 450 people under PSA so far to foil anti-India protests and restore normalcy.
	Advocate Shafkat Hussain said successive regimes in the State have been using the PSA with impunity. “The law has been misused randomly in J&K to suppress dissent voices of the people.”
	The PSA, which allows a person to be detained without a charge sheet or trial for months, was promulgated in 1978, ostensibly to target timber smugglers. But up to 1990, it was frequently used by governments against political opponents. After the eruption of militancy, the law was used repeatedly to postpone or avoid normal investigations and trial.
	A detention order under PSA can be issued by a district magistrate or divisional commissioner, and an individual could initially be detained for up to two years for “acting in any manner prejudicial to the security of the State”, and for up to a year for “acting in any manner prejudicial to the maintenance of public order”.
· 65-yr old ‘mentally challenged’ man booked under PSA
Oct 08: The Jammu and Kashmir High Court has directed the government to file objections to a petition against detention of a 65 year old ‘mentally challenged’ man booked under Public Safety Act.     
A bench of Justice Muhammad Yaqoob Mir asked the government to file response to the petition filed by Muhammad Ibrahim Shah of Lilgam Pati, Kupwara, who has approached the court against his detention though his cousin Muhammad Ashraf Shah. 
“The detainee is mentally unfit and no sane person can expect his involvement in any subversive activity. The detainee cannot even speak properly therefore the question of his being an eloquent speaker motivating people to engage in stone pelting does not arise,”  Shah pleads through his counsel Shafqat Nazir.
The detaining authority, the petitioner pleads, has not considered these facts while framing its opinion to book the detainee under the provisions of Public Safety Act.
The petitioner on affidavit before court also submits that “two sons of the detainee are also mentally unsound and are undergoing treatment for the ailment.”
· In 3 months, 85 minors arrested for ‘rioting, endangering life of others’
Oct 10: As many as 85 minors held on charges of stone-pelting and street protests were lodged at the Juvenile Home at Harwan since the July 8 killing of Hizb-ul-Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani.
An official of J&K’s Social Welfare department, which looks after the facility, told media that 85 juveniles rounded up on various charges were lodged in the Juvenile Home in the past three months.
“Of them, 77 have been bailed out while eight are still lodged here,” District Social Welfare Officer Srinagar Tariq Ahmad Reshi said.
Another official, who insisted not to be identified, said children aged 12 to 13 years were also lodged in the facility during this period.
“The police usually registers FIRs against them under different sections of Ranbir Penal Code, dealing with unlawful assembly, rioting, causing grievous injuries and endangering life and personal safety of others,” he said.
The official said the facility has never housed such a huge number of “stone-pelters”. “Quite often, we receive inmates accused of similar charges but the number was unprecedented in the past three months,” he said.
· Hurriyat leader booked under PSA in Pulwama’s Ruhmoo
Oct 13: A Hurriyat leader from southern Pulwama district was booked under the Public Safety Act (PSA).
Reports said that Tehreek-e-Hurriyat activist Manzoor Ahmad Baghat of Ruhmoo village of the district was booked under the stringent act.
He is likely to be shifted to a jail in Kathua in Jammu region, they said.
· Ailing 78-year old booked under PSA in Baramulla for ‘organising anti-Govt protests’
Oct 15: Police have detained a 78-year old retired government official, Ghulam Mustafa Wani, of Friends Colony Kanlibagh Baramulla under controversial Public Safety Act. 
Mustafa has been accused of “instigating and organising anti-government violent protests” in Baramulla and has been detained vide order no. DMB/ARA/OSA/112 dated 10-09-2016.
	Mustafa, suffering from various ailments like heart, kidney, thyroid, prostate and disk problems is originally a resident of Kohistan Colony Safapora Sonawari. He along with his family was forced to migrate from the area after notorious government gunmen (Ikhwanis) unleashed terror on the family. 
The two sons of Mustafa were kidnapped at several occasions by the Ikhwanis for his staunch support to Jama’at-e-Islami.
The family suffered mental trauma after their younger son, Lateef Ahmad Wani, a government teacher by profession, drowned in river Jehlum at Gantmulla while performing ablution in the year 2003. The family suffered another jolt when their only daughter, Nabla, died of some ailment in 2014. 
Mustafa retired as head of District Institute of Education and Training (DIET), in the year 1996. Besides being president of the local mosque, he was at present leading prayers in a local mosque.
Describing Mustafa an active member of Tahreek-e-Hurriyat, dossier vide no. CS/PSA/2016/6400-03 dated 08-09-2016, prepared by Baramulla police stated that since the eruption of present unrest in Kashmir after the killing of the HM commander Burhan Wani, Mustafa has been “organising and leading unlawful demonstration and delivering hate speeches against the union of India to vitiate the peaceful atmosphere prevailing in Baramulla district and to create an atmosphere of unrest.”
Two cases had been registered in police station Baramulla against Mustafa Wani. In one such case, on August 2, Mustafa has been accused of delivering anti-national speech, thereby provoking youths to stop the traffic movement on the road. The action, as per police charge, caused serious injury to several security personnel and an FIR No. 199/2016, under section 307, 148, 149,336, 332, 353, 120-B, 153-A RPC, 13 ULAP Act stands registered against Mustafa in police station Baramulla. 
In another case, Mustafa Wani, on August 14, has been accused of leading an unruly mob who, while carrying Pakistani flags and chanting anti-India slogans, pelted stones at police and security forces at Azad Gunj Chowk Baramulla, leading to injury to several personnel.
· 100 DAYS OF UNREST: 500 booked under PSA in Kashmir, Chenab Valley
Oct 16: At least five civilians have been booked on an average every day in J&K under the controversial Public Safety Act (PSA) in the past 100 days of unrest.   
In what human rights groups have termed as “rampant” and “arbitrary” use of PSA, the law that allows detention without charge or trial for upto two years, nearly 500 civilians and activists of pro-freedom groups have been booked under the law in the past 100 days. 
Post killing of Hizb-ul-Mujahideen Commander Burhan Wani on July 8 in an encounter in south Kashmir’s Anantnag district, authorities are slapping PSA on cadres of pro-freedom groups and those at forefront of the ongoing uprising in a bid due to subdue the pan-Kashmir protests.
Official sources disclosed while 494 detention orders have been passed by DCs in 10 districts of Kashmir, the number of similar detention orders is five in Chenab Valley that also witnessed massive pro-freedom protests.
“Nearly 428 dossiers have been executed in the State. Of which 424 cases are from Kashmir and remaining four from Doda and Kishtwar districts,” media qoting its sources reported. 
Repeated attempts to get State Government’s response on PSA detentions proved futile.
While State Home Secretary, RK Goyal did not respond to repeated calls, Divisional Commissioner Kashmir, Baseer Ahmad Khan evaded the query saying “I am busy.”
The rampant use of the law by the PDP-BJP Government in the past three months has evoked massive outcry, with global rights bodies seeking its repeal
· 9000 youth arrested, 5500 wanted
Oct 16: To break the protests which erupted after the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen Commander, Burhan Wani on July 8, police in past 100 days have arrested nearly 9000 people and 5500 are still wanted.  
The arrest spree has been launched across Kashmir forcing hundreds of youth to go into hiding. Most of the arrests have been carried out in south Kashmir districts of Anantnag, Pulwama, Awantipora, Kulgam and Shopian, followed by north Kashmir’s Baramulla, Kupwara, Bandipora, Sopore, Handwara and central Kashmir’s Srinagar, Budgam and Ganderbal districts.
	For the past 100 days, the police and paramilitary forces assisted by Army have started conducting night raids in different parts of Kashmir, arresting nearly 9000 people. Among them around 2500 are still in lodged in police stations and rest have been released on bail.   
Most of the arrestees include activists of Hurriyat Conference (G), Hurriyat Conference (M), Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF) and Jamaat-e-Islami. 
Police claim these arrests have made “after proper verification of their involvement in protests and stone-throwing.” “We have footage of arrested youth pelting stone and indulging in other sorts of violence,” a police official said. 
In south and north Kashmir, more than 6500 youth have been arrested in past 100 days while 2500 have been arrested from central Kashmir.  “Only the youth involved in arson are still lodged in police stations. Rest were released after furnishing surety and bail bonds. Many people have been released by courts,” a senior police official said.  
The official said that raids are still being conducted almost daily in north, central and south Kashmir areas “to nab youth who are involved in stone-throwing and street protests in the current unrest.” “At some places the night raids have triggered protests, especially in south Kashmir districts,” he said. 
	The continuous nocturnal raids by joint parties of police and other forces have forced hundreds of youth in Kashmir to go into hiding. The residents allege harassment by forces during raids.  “Many wanted youth are still at large, but efforts are on to nab them,” the official said.  
“More than 2300 FIRs have been registered in past 100 days. There are still 5500 persons wanted. There has been steep decline in violence and situation is almost normal now.” Dr SP Vaid  DGP Law and order said.  
·  2 MORE BOOKED UNDER PSA 
Oct 17: Two more persons have been booked under PSA in North Kashmir’s Bandipora District, taking the number of persons booked under controversial law in the district to 39.
Sources said that Reyaz Ahmad Mir resident of Plan and Zubair Ahmad resident of Qazipora have been booked under PSA and have been sent to Kotbalwal jail in Jammu.
	Earlier 37 persons were booked under PSA for allegedly organizing and participating in anti-India and pro-Pakistan rallies in past three months during the current uprising in the valley.
Sources said that four more PSA warrants are under execution.
	According to sources out of 39 persons booked under PSA, 27 have been booked from Hajin and Sumbal while 12 persons have been booked in Bandipora tehsil. 
	Hurriyat (G) District President Bandipora Rayees Ahmad Mir, District General Secretary Salman Yousuf have also been booked under PSA and sent to Kotbalwal jail in Jammu.
· 44 persons ‘involved in terror activities’ arrested in Baramulla, claims Army 
Oct 18: The Army said a joint search operation was launched by forces in old town Baramulla in North Kashmir in which 44 persons allegedly involved in “terror-related activities were apprehended” while “incriminating material including petrol bombs and flags were seized.”
	In a statement issued here, an Army spokesman said an “extensive search operation was launched by the forces in old town Baramulla during the wee hours of October 17. Joint teams of Army, JK Police, BSF and CRPF conducted deliberate search operations in 10 sensitive localities including Qazi Hamam, Ganai Hamam, Taweed Gunj, Jamia and other mohallas reportedly being used as safe havens by the militants.”
	The spokesman said the forces “sanitized” the area, searching over 700 houses in a span of 12 hours. “Based on specific inputs, 44 persons involved with terror-related activities have been apprehended during the operation. Large quantity of incriminating material such as petrol bombs, Chinese and Pakistan flags, LeT and JeM letter head pads, unauthorized mobile phones and seditious anti-national publicity material were seized during the raids,” the statement claimed. “In addition a large number of suspected hideouts were busted during the prolonged search operations.”
· Police re-opens cases filed against youth during 2008, 2010 uprisings
Oct 20: The FIRs registered in 2008 and 2010 mass uprisings against youth allegedly involved in stone-throwing and street protests that time have started to haunt the victims again as police is arresting them afresh, sources told media.
	For the past three weeks, sources said, police is either raiding or calling the youth—against whom FIRs were registered in 2008 and 2010 public uprisings—to concerned police stations and detaining them there again.
· 800 arrested in central Kashmir, 80 booked under PSA: DIG
Oct 24: Police said that about 800 people were arrested in central Kashmir in over three months long unrest in the Valley and 80 of them have been booked under the infamous Public Safety Act (PSA).
Police further claimed that 15 people involved in burning of 13 vehicles in Srinagar and Budgam have been arrested. 
“About 800 people have been arrested in central Kashmir in last three months for creating law and order problem,” DIG central Kashmir, Ghulam Hassan Bhat, said while addressing a press conference, here. He was flanked by SSP Srinagar Amit Kumar.
	Police has launched a massive crackdown on separatist leaders and youth indulging in stone pelting across the Valley to stop anti-India rallies and protests.
Bhat said over 80 people in Srinagar, Budgam and Ganderbal districts have been detained under Public PSA. 
He further said 13 vehicle burning cases have been reported from Srinagar and Budgam districts in last three months.
“12 vehicle burning cases have taken place in Srinagar alone while one such case has been reported from the Budgam district,” Bhat said adding two cars, 3 sumos, 2 auto-rickshaws, 5 two-wheelers and a load- carrier have been set ablaze by the mobsters.
· 4 more detained under PSA in Bandipora
Oct 24: Four more persons have been booked under the controversial Public Safety Act (PSA) in North Kashmir’s Bandipora district, taking the total number of persons detained under the stringent law in the district to 43 during past three months of uprising.
Sources said that two persons from Ajas and two from Hajin have been booked under PSA. They have been identified as Mazhar-ud-din Bhat and Khursheed Ahmad, both residents of Ajas; Khursheed Ahmad Parrey and Nisar Ahamd Bhat, both resident of Hajin.
“They have been sent to Kotbalwal jail in Jammu,” they said.
Earlier, 39 persons were booked under PSA in Bandipora. “Out of 43 persons, 30 have been booked in Sumbal and Hajin areas while 13 have been booked from Bandipora tehsil,” sources said.

Now, Govt sacks employees for ‘leading protests’

Oct 19: In an unprecedented move, the J&K Government has sacked several employees who were accused by the J&K police’s intelligence wing—the Criminal Investigation Department—of spearheading or participating in protests during the ongoing pro-freedom uprising in Kashmir.
Authoritative sources disclosed to media that acting on the directions of the State Government, the administrative heads of several departments last evening issued termination orders to several employees for “not only questioning the sovereignty and integrity of India but also violating the rules governing conduct of employees in the State.”
Sources said the Government has identified 12 employees who will be shown door for participating or leading the anti-India protests triggered by the killing of Hibzul Mujahideen commander Burhan Muzaffar Wani in southern Kokernag village on July 8. 
The Government acted against the employees even without holding the mandatory inquiry into the charges leveled against them. However, it defended the same, saying such an exercise was not possible “keeping in view the charged atmosphere and threat perception to witnesses.”
According to sources, employees of several departments have been dismissed from services after Government used the “shortest possible route” to show them the door.
While top bureaucrats are tightlipped over the government’s action, sources in know-how of the development revealed that Chief Secretary B R Sharma chaired a high-level meeting at the Civil Secretariat here on October 17 to decide on sacking the employees accused by police of fueling protests in Kashmir.
In a follow-up to the meeting, administrative heads of several departments, through a written communique regarding the October 17 meeting, were directed to immediately terminate these employees.
Acting swiftly and silently, the administrative secretaries on Tuesday evening issued termination orders to these employees.
According to sources, the Government has claimed in the termination orders that the acts of these employees “are not only aimed at questioning sovereignty and integrity of India but also violate Rule 14 and 20 of the J&K Government Employees Conduct Rules 1971”.
“Their continuation in service will not only set a bad precedent but would tantamount to putting a premium on indulging in misconduct, subversion and anti-national activities,” the dismissal orders read.
Justifying swift action against them, the Government has said: “Any delay in proceeding will provide them an opportunity to carry out their anti-national activities which can endanger the sovereignty and security of the State.”
On its decision to not hold any inquiry against them, the administrative heads have asserted that it was not practicable (sic) to conduct the exercise in the given circumstances.
“…In the prevailing situation and keeping in view the charged atmosphere including threat perception to witnesses, it would not be feasible for the witnesses to depose in case of inquiry,” the Government has claimed.
According to sources, the J&K Government had earlier prepared a list of 36 employees who, as per police, were at forefront of protests.
Of these, 20 are from Education Department, three from Consumer Affairs and Public Distribution department, two each from Revenue, Agriculture and Public Health Engineering Departments and, one each from Rural Development Department, Animal Husbandry, Accounts and Treasuries, Fisheries, Forest, Health and Fire and Emergency Services departments.
Asked whether the Government has terminated employees for participating in the ongoing agitation, Chief Secretary BR Sharma said he has no idea about it. “I have no idea,” he said.
Principal Secretary, Home department, R K Goyal did not respond to repeated calls from this reporter.
Commissioner/Secretary, School Education Shaleen Kabra said the Home department is dealing with the matter.
“You should check it from Home department,” he said.
Minister for Consumer Affairs and Public Distribution, Choudhary Zulfikar Ali however confirmed that one employee of his department has been terminated.
“An assistant storekeeper of Shopain has been terminated,” he said.
Sources, however, confirmed that School Education, Revenue, CAPD and PHE have issued termination orders to the employees identified by the Government.
Officials said this is the third time since ‘80s when Government employees have been terminated in Kashmir for anti-India “leanings”.
Earlier, such actions were initiated against “rebel” employees in 1986 and 90.

Govt asks DCs to take school attendance, ensure punctuality of teachers

Oct 25: The state government has asked the Deputy Commissioners (DCs) to take the attendance of the schools on daily basis and ensure that all teachers attend the duties.
According to officials, the directions have been issued here recently by the divisional administration and the DCs have been asked to get the attendance of the schools from the concerned Chief Education Officers (CEOs). 
“We have to submit the attendance on daily basis to the DCs,’’ said a CEO, on the condition of anonymity.

Govt. forcing us to work as ‘security guards’ in schools, say Kulgam teachers

Oct 26: Government is forcing teachers to work as “security guards” in the government schools for which a circular has been issued by CEO Kulgam, teachers from South Kashmir’s Kulgam district said on Wednesday.
	The circular reads, “The roaster of the schools shall encompass both working (days) and holidays. To safeguard the school building the entire responsibility lies on the head of the school.”
	“The head of the institution has to frame a roaster for 15 days of the officials both teaching and non-teaching inclusive of menial staff and CPWS for the night duty,” the circular further reads.
	Reacting to the circular teachers from Kulgam said, “The administration is forcing us to work as security guards for the school buildings. The circular reads that the teachers and lecturers are asked to remain vigilant in the school premises during day and night. They haven’t taken the opinion of the field functionaries.”
	“Who will be responsible if any untoward incident happens anywhere,” they said.
	“Teachers are threatened. We don’t understand how will we be able to work as security guards for the schools,” a group of teachers from Kulgam told media. 
	They said that if teachers communicate any information regarding any mishap “they will not be spared by the civil society”.
	“We will become informers and will be targeted in the society. Teachers are meant for teaching not for the security of the schools,” they said, adding that the district administration should revoke the circular as soon as possible.
	The circular has threatened the families of the teachers in the district, teachers said, adding they also said that if government wants to secure schools they should use forces for protection. 
	“We feel isolated in the society. We are in a crisscross situation where our lives are at stake in the current situation,” the teachers said. “We are feeling insecure. It is injustice with us. It is not our work,” they said. 
	They said, “At several places teachers have been threatened by the people that they will be burnt alive in these schools. 
	“DSEK has no role in this regard,” teachers quoted CEO, Kulgam as saying. 
	They also alleged that CEO Kulgam and Directorate of School Education Kashmir (DSEK) are linked with each other.
	“There is communication between them. DSEK is defending the CEO,” they added.
	DC Kulgam, Suhail Ajaz Bhat said, “I have talked to the teachers. There is miscommunication between the department and the teachers.”
	“Teachers arerespectable, it is not their work. But head of the schools should depute Chowkidars for the protection of the school,” he said.
	“Chowkidars should be present in the institution. Somebody is misquoting the circular, it is not like that. I will look into the matter if there is miscommunication,” he assured. 
	Director School Education Kashmir (DSEK) and CEO Kulgam didn’t respond to the repeated phone calls. 
	The said circular (CEO/K/IMW/6481-6561/2016) was issued on October 23. 
	The decision had been taken after a joint meeting with DC, SSP Kulgam and with other senior officers of police and education department.

Schools Go Up in Flames

Oct 28: Amid the raging controversy over the conduct of examinations in the restive Kashmir valley, school after school is going up in flames. A total of 24 schools have been torched in Kashmir during the ongoing uprising, leaving 4000 students affected, and incurring losses to the tune of Rs 5 crore.
Of these 24 schools, seven were torched in Kulgam, four in Budgam, three in Baramulla, two in Bandipora, Shopian and Ganderbal, and one in Anantnag, Pulwama, Kupwara and Srinagar, Chief Education Officers of the respective districts told media.
South Kashmir, which is at the heart of the ongoing uprising, has been most affected with 11 schools being torched in the region followed by central Kashmir with seven schools and north Kashmir with six in schools.
Talking to media, Director Education Aijaz Ahmad Bhat said a total of 24 schools have been torched during the past three and a half month of ongoing uprising.
He said of these 24 schools, 11 were fully damaged while 13 were partially damaged.
“The arson has left 4000 students studying in these 24 schools affected,” Bhat said. “The losses incurred are to the tune of Rs 5 crore.”
7 schools torched in Kulgam – CEO Kulgam Abdul Rauf Shahmiri
4 schools torched in Budgam – CEO Budgam Inderjeet Sharma
3 schools torched in Baramulla – CEO Baramulla Mushtaq Ahmed
2 schools torched in Ganderbal – CEO Ganderbal Soni Sanam
2 schools torched in Bandipora – CEO Bandipora Muhammad Shafi 
2 schools torched in Shopian – CEO Muhammad Sadiq
1 school torched in Srinagar – CEO Srinagar Arif Iqbal
1 school torched in Pulwama – CEO Pulwama Hamid Kumar
1 school torched in Anantnag – CEO Ghulam Rasool Shah 
1 school torched in Kupwara – CEO Farooq Ahmed

2010 Khanabal Killings: Govt. sanctions prosecution of DySP

Oct 19: JK Government has accorded sanction for prosecution against the Deputy Superintendent of Police Noor-ul-Hassan Parray, allegedly involved in Khanabal twin killings of 2010.
The order issued by Home Department vide order number Home/Pros/12/2016, said that during the course of investigation the Investigating Officer has established, prima facie, a case under section 304-11 of RPC against Parray.
“In exercise of the powers conferred by subsection (1) of section 197 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, Svt. 1989, the State Government hereby accords sanction for launching prosecution against the accused person namely, Noor-UL-Hassan Parray (Dy.S.P) S/O Gh. Hassan Parray R/o Brinal Lammer for the commission of offence punishable under section 304-II RPC, arising out of FIR No. 361/2012 of Police Station, Anantnag,” reads the order.
It said that on 13.09.2010, during the maintenance of law and order situation in Khanabal area, some youth including Maroof Ahmad Nath @ Raju while fleeing jumped into River Jhelum and the he drowned. “The body of said person was recovered on 18.09.2010 and was carried in the shape of a procession towards Khanabal, then to KP Road and finally towards Delhi Darbar,” it reads. 
“However, when the procession was stopped from entering Anantnag town, as restrictions were imposed in that area, the miscreants resorted to heavy stone pelting and the mob turned violent, resultantly, few shots were, reportedly, fired in air to control the mob, due to which some persons got injured and the procession returned towards Khanabal via Nai-Basti. Out of the injured, two persons Bilal Ahmad Najar and another person Noor-ul-Amin Dagga succumbed to their injuries,” it adds.
	It said that with regard to the firing incident near Delhi Darbar, case FIR No. 355/2010 was registered in Police Station, Anantnag and subsequently father of one of the deceased persons approached Court for registration of a separate case, with the plea that the deceased persons were injured in the firing incident near Ahli Hadees Masjid, Khanabal, and not near Delhi Darbar.
	“In this connection, a separate case FIR No.361/2012 under section 302 RPC was registered at Police Station, Anantnag, after judicial intervention with the further direction to constitute a Special Investigation Team, and as such investigation was initiated,” it adds. 
	It said that during the course of investigation, conducted by Special Investigation Team (SIT) constituted in the matter, statement of witnesses was recorded and as many as 27 independent witnesses named DySP Noor-ul-Hassan Parray as accused in the case, adding, “highlighting his role in the said incident that had taken place near Ahli Hadees Masjid, Khanabal and the details regarding the deployment of nafree, that was obtained from concerned agencies the accused was in the said area on the date of incident.”
	It said that during the course of investigation, on the basis of the statements of witnesses, the seizure memos and other evidence, the Investigating Officer has established, prima facie, a case under section 304-11 of RPC against the accused.
	“The appointing authority of Noor-uL-Hassan Parray (Dy SP) in the Government in the Home Department and the offence has been committed by the accused person while acting or purporting to act in discharge of his official duties and to prosecute him, sanction u/s 197 (1) J&K Cr.P.C. is mandatory,” it adds.
Families of the victims and eyewitnesses say they were killed in unprovoked police firing when the two were waiting outside Ahli Hadees Masjid at Khanabal to join the funeral prayers of Maroof Ahmad Nath, who had drowned in river Jehlum after forces chased some boys.

UN Human Rights Head Concerned Over Kashmir Situation

Oct 4: The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights was seriously concerned about the human rights situation in Jammu and Kashmir and wants India and Pakistan to avoid inflammatory remarks and de-escalate the situation through dialogue, a UN official said today.
"We urge India and Pakistan to engage in a dialogue and to de-escalate the situation.   
The inflammatory remarks on both sides only fuel the tensions and could result in a further deterioration of the human rights situation," a spokesperson for the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights said in Geneva.
The spokesperson said High Commissioner Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussein is seriously concerned about the human rights situation in Jammu and Kashmir, as well as the rising tensions between India and Pakistan.
The official reiterated the UN body's call for unfettered and unconditional access to both Jammu and Kashmir and Pakistan-administered Kashmir to enable it to independently and impartially monitor the human rights situation.
"We stand ready to support efforts to de-escalate the situation," the spokesperson added.

Govt. amends SRO-255 to benefit next kin of deceased policemen
Orders issued for their appointment

Oct 04:  Government has amended Jammu and Kashmir Compassionate Appointment Rules, 1994 and issued the appointment orders to the next kin of policemen who died as a result of militancy related activities.
The amendment, in rule 5, after sub-rule(3), the sub-rule was added to benefit the next kin of deceased policemen.
"(4) Notwithstanding anything contained in provisos first and second to sub-rule (1) of rule 3 of these rules, spouse, unmarried son and unmarried daughter of a deceased Police Personnel/SPO who died as a result of militancy related incident may be considered for appointment in the Police Department under these rules by the General Administration Department on case to case basis subject to the condition that Director General of Police certifies that the said Police Personnel/SPO has been killed in a militancy-related incident,” it reads.
“In case the applicant does not possess the required physical standards as per the Police Rules, he/she shall be considered for appointment against the post of Class-IV (Follower) in the Police Department,” it adds.
It said that only those cases which are pending on the date of the issuance of Notification SRO-255 of 2016 dated 05-08-2016, shall be considered in accordance with the said notification. “However, the said notification shall not be applicable to the cases of the family member of the SPOs who have died in militancy related incidents prior to 01.10.2009."
There was around 180 cases pending before the authorities. “In these cases, around 70 cases were in which policemen died as militancy related activities. In all these cases, the orders have now been issued,” said an official.
Meanwhile, the left out cases have appealed Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti to also provide them one time relaxation so that they are also benefited by the amendment.



Volunteers Helping Patients Question Govt. Eviction Move

Oct 05: At a time when the government was missing from the scene, volunteer groups reached out to the injured civilians in the hospitals providing foods, medicines and other essentials. The government on its part sought to punish the volunteers by evicting them from the hospital premises. 
The volunteers played a commendable role as the civilian casualties kept mounting amid unrelenting clashes between protesters and government forces following the killing of Hizbul Mujahedeen commander Burhan Muzzafar Wani on July 8. The government action against the volunteers needs to be seen in the broader context of its own failure to deliver as against the timely intervention of the volunteer groups. 
Managing the chain of casualties was a herculean task for the doctors as the hospitals descended into chaos. SMHS hospital received overwhelming rush of wounded civilians with 84 patients coming on first day. The injury tally rose to 104 on second day. The hospital administration received a helping hand from the volunteers who set up makeshift stalls in the premises of the hospital to assist the patients and the attendants accompanying them.
As the influx of patients reduced, the government forced the volunteers to leave the hospital. Bashir Ahmad Naqvi, chairperson of ‘Athrout’, an NGO that has been working in SMHS hospital from the very second day of the uprising says: “The hospital administration used and threw us. When they needed us they would pat our back, keeping their hands on our hands and would always say how much they need us. And now when the patient influx reduced they felt they can manage on their own and shut the doors on us. We were not even given the reason for our eviction from the hospital.”
When the patients in huge number started arriving at the SMHS hospital, Bashir got a call from the hospital asking him to help the injured and their attendants. “When I reached the hospital and saw huge rush of patients I thought war has started. The causalities were unprecedented. I immediately called people who are associated with Athrout and asked them to come to the hospital.”
“They came in an hour and we planned what we have to do. We found that people come in hurry; they very thirsty and hungry and some were even without shoes. We arranged ice cubes and juice for the attendants. Till evening 5-6 tubs of juices were consumed. We also provided shoes and slippers to people, recalls Bashir. “A local mosque that saw us working approached us and asked that they too wanted to help. We told them to prepare food and they prepared food. This way we started our work.”
After a week as the rush of patients only increased by the day, Bashir sensed that the uprising had begun. He erected a tent in the hospital and started the voluntary work. “We started distributing medicines to patients. We spent around Rs 55 lakh on medicines alone.” 
The NGO also used its vehicles as ambulances to ferry patients to their homes.
“I was very angry when I came to know that SMHS hospital is not using its ambulances to ferry the injured and their attendants. I went to the administrative head to ask about the ambulances. To which he said the ambulances have to pick and drop doctors in three shifts and that they cannot afford to get patients as well. He requested me that you turn your vehicles into ambulances and start ferrying patients,” says Bashir.
“Our drivers were beaten up many a times, but they still continued with their work. I was myself beaten up at Palpura and the window panes of the ambulance were broken, but we didn’t stop our work.” 
Soon the government forces started seizing the NGO ambulances and detaining the drivers. 
“We have all the legal documents. In fact we told SHO Karan Nagar that you please open the dashboard of the ambulance, all the documents are lying there,” says Bashir. 
He got a whiff of the ploy to evict the NGOs from the hospital. “I knew what they are up to so I asked him (SHO Karan Nagar) to tell me directly why they were seizing our vehicles. For two and a half months no documents were checked and now they are suddenly asking for things. The SHO remained silent.”
On very next day, when NGO in protest removed their stalls for some time and asked the hospital administration to get their people, who have been detained, released. But after some time they gain started the work.
Mohammad Ismail, chairperson of Bemina Youth Welfare who has been working day and night in the hospital says: “On Monday, October 3, police came to the hospital and asked us to leave the hospital premises in an hour. He did not give a reason and said they were acting at the behest of the higher authorities.”
In July when Minster of State for Health and Medical Education, Asiea Naqash visited the hospital she asked the NGO to leave as the government has enough money to take care of the patients. “The hospital administration came to us and told us that we cannot do anything without your support. You please carry on with your work and help the patients. And today the administration didn’t even tell us why we have to leave,” says Ismail.
Ismail, whose NGO would serve tea and food to people, terms the government move as “very inappropriate”. 
“We were not planning to stay in the hospital for entire life. Initially we had planned to stay for a week or so but when the patients starting pouring in huge numbers we couldn’t leave. We knew that once the patients will stop coming we will leave. But the way we were asked to leave was disrespectful on part of the government as well as hospital administration.”
“Now when we have left we have just one regret that, the government forced to stop our voluntary work for our people. We wanted to serve more, at least till the time they would be able to manage things on their own,” adds Ismail.
Since the volunteers left the hospital, patients have been facing tough time. The patients are getting food in the hospital, but their attendants have either to eat from canteen or get it from their homes.
Tasaduq, an attendant who is taking care of his injured brother says, “There have been times when volunteers provided us financial support. I remember once my brother told a volunteer that he wants Ice cream and he brought it for him. They would take the patients who would feel bored in hospital on drive. They have done everything whatever we have asked and now we are sad as well as angry that they have been told to leave like this. Since they have gone we have to get food and tea from our own home. We all miss them.”
On October 4, a volunteer brought soup for an injured patient, but police immediately detained him for serving the injured.

Health Minister forced to leave SMHS on first visit in 3 months
Faces pro-freedom, anti-govt slogans by angry people

Oct 03: Minister for Health and Medical Education, Bali Bhagat, faced an angry crowd forcing him to leave when he paid a visit to SMHS Hospital here today to enquire about the condition of pellet victims. Bhagat’s was the first visit by any government functionary in the past three months since huge number of injured was admitted at the hospital amid unrest.
An angry crowd shouted pro-freedom and anti-government slogans while closing around the minister at the entrance of Ward 08. The Minister, sensing public anger, made a hasty retreat, reports said.
Attendants and patients admitted in Ophthalmology Ward 07 and 08 said they were surprised when they saw a crowd gather at the gate of Ward 08 that had been closed when a visitor entered to see the injured. “We had been told that hospital CMO will take a round of the ward,” Sabeena, mother of a pellet victim admitted in Ward 08 told media.
As per witnesses, entry to wards had been closed down and minister had left most of his security men outside the gates to make his presence less conspicuous. “We thought he is a senior doctor while he made a quick round of the injured and asked doctors about their condition,” another attendant said.
Eyewitness accounts said that attendants, mostly women whose kin had been injured by pellets in eyes, ran after the minister when they realized his real identity and surrounded him. They also reportedly tried to manhandle him while shouting slogans like ‘killers of our children go back.’
“Had I known his real identity when he stood by the side of my son’s bed, I would have asked him what wrong did my son do to be shot at in such a brutal way,” Rafeeqa Begum, mother of an 11-year old who lost his eye to pellets, said.
The Minister was helped to make a quick exit by the police and other security personnel, reports said.
Principal GMC Dr. Kaiser Ahmed, Medical Superintendent SMHS Dr Nazir H Chaudhary and some doctors accompanied the Minister during his visit.
Similar reaction was evoked when Secretary Health visited yatris injured in a road accident on July 14.

Inmates ‘Mistreated’ at Sub-Jail Baramulla

Oct 05: The families of inmates lodged in Sub-Jail Baramulla alleged that Jail Superintendent mistreats and harasses the prisoners there.
They said that people lodged in Sub-Jail Baramulla on the charges of stone-pelting and other militancy related incidents have been facing tough time, ever since Rajni Sehgal assumed the charged of Jail Superintendent there.
“Recently, some of the inmates observed hunger strike for days together against the maltreatment at the hands of Jail Superintendent. On the directions of Jail Superintendent, the inmates who suffer from many ailments are not being taken to hospitals. They (inmates) are not being treated as humans when it comes to health-care, sanitation and other facilities,” some of the relatives of the inmates told media.
“We are concerned for the welfare and wellbeing of our children. They do not get proper and humane treatment inside the jail. The present Jail Superintendent treat them like animals,” they said and appealed Director General Prisons to look into the matter.
Pertinently, after remaining suspended for nearly 15 months in connection with the attack on Pakistani prisoner Sanna-ullah Ranjay inside Jammu’s Kotbalwal jail on in 2013; which later resulted into his death at PGI hospital Chandigarh, Home Department Government of Jammu and Kashmir had reinstated former jail Superintendent Kotbalwal Rajni Sehgal and posted her as Superintendent District Jail Udhampur. From there she was transferred to Sub-Jail Baramulla.
A top official at Sub-Jail Baramulla said that due to prevailing situation, it has become very difficult for them to shift some of the ailing inmates to hospitals. “Rest is all right here and all inmates are treated well. We adhere to Jail manuals,” he said.
Director General Prisons S K Mishra said that he will look into the matter. “I will talk to Jail Superintendent to find out why the families of inmates are levelling such allegations,” he said.

Kashmiri youth rescue soldier trapped inside damaged vehicle

Oct 08: Kashmiri youth rescued a soldier who was trapped inside a mangled vehicle which had met an accident on Srinagar Bypass road near Lasjan area of the city, police said.
An army vehicle veered off the road after the driver lost control at Lasjan and hit a tree, a police official said.
He said one soldier was trapped inside the badly damaged vehicle and efforts of other army men to evacuate him did not fructify.
“Local Kashmiri youth rushed to the spot and managed to bring the injured army jawan out by placing a truck next to the damaged army vehicle,” the official said.
Some passersby shot the entire incident on their mobile phones.
The video of the incident has been widely shared on ‘youtube’ and other social networking sites.
In July, local residents of Bijbehara in south Kashmir Anantnag district defied curfew to rescue over 20 Amarnath pilgrims whose vehicle had met an accident during the beginning of the current unrest.

Kashmiri youth gets life imprisonment for plotting ‘militant’ attacks in Bengaluru

Oct 17: A session’s court in Bengaluru sentenced a Kashmiri youth Bilal Ahmed Kota to life imprisonment for allegedly plotting to carry out militant attacks in ‘Silicon city’ as a Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) outfit operative.
However the family members of Bilal Ahmed alleged that Bengaluru police framed him in false cases at a time when he was doing a good business in the city.
Bilal Ahmed Kota a resident of Sadrabal Dargah was arrested by Karnatka police in December 2005 and since then he has been languishing in Bengaluru Jail while due to lack of sources and influence, his family is unable to visit him,” said his brother Hilal Ahmed 
He said that his brother Bilal Ahmed Kota has been sentenced to life imprisonment for hatching a criminal conspiracy to attack IT firms and vital installations in Bengaluru by sessions court Judge K. M. Hiremath.
“The court, which convicted my brother on October 4 this month under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, the Arms Act and the Indian Penal Code (IPC) also said that Bilal would also serve a 10-year jail term concurrently on another count,” he said adding that all the cases against Bilal are fabricated and he was punished for being Kashmiri.
“Bilal, a software engineer who like others went across the border in 1990 and after his return he was arrested and subsequently released. Shortly after his release he set up a Handicrafts shop in Bengaluru but in 2005 he was framed by Bengaluru police in a fabricated case,” he said adding that his father died with a hope that Bilal will be freed.
“We have a daughter who was then just six months old when his father was arrested. Due to lack of sources we can’t afford a lawyer and we can’t visit Bengaluru on monthly basis. It is our humble appeal to the Government of India and State Government to shift my husband to Srinagar Central Jail,” Saliha, the wife of incarcerated youth said.
When contacted, a top Bengaluru cop said that Karnatka anti-terrorism cell arrested Bilal in Bengaluru on January 5, 2007 as the prime accused and recovered in a search operation an AK-47 assault rifle, 200 rounds of live ammunition and five hand grenades from his rented house at Hosapete in Ballari district, a charge vehemently refuted by his wife who alleged that his husband was picked up just for being a resident of Kashmir. (CNS)

Internal documents reveal 30% of CRPF's J&K troops can't shoot straight

Oct 15: The widespread neglect of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) has led to some shocking findings. Exclusive documents with DNA, a Mumbai based newspaper, show that the men assigned to carry out anti-terrorist operations in Jammu and Kashmir are not up to the mark – literally.
	Around 30% of the CRPF personnel stationed in J&K regularly fail to hit their target when it comes to shooting exercises, and another 30% are overweight and hypersensitive --- that too in the sensitive Srinagar sector. Given that the Valley is more restive than ever, after the death of Hizbul commander Burhan Wani, and since more terror strikes in the state and elsewhere in the country are likely , these are alarming findings.
	For the estimated 45,000 troops in the Valley (the number is now likely to have increased), there is just one training centre and firing range. Not just that. The CRPF men, unlike the Army, have no base camp and have to stay in private buildings, schools, hotels or factories and cinema halls.
	K Vijay Kumar, security adviser to the Union home minister and former CRPF DG, says that the CRPF's adaptable nature makes it the most sought-after force by state governments in anti-militancy and anti-Naxal operations and also in providing security during elections. But he admits that all this will fail if proper training is not given.
	"If training suffers, troopers will get outdated and CRPF will not remain a superior force. Many expert committee recommendations need to be implemented,'' Kumar said
	As per rules, pre-induction, rotational training and firing practice in operational area is mandatory. But in Kashmir, there is simply no place available to conduct these seemingly mundane but vital exercises.
	The rule is that of the seven companies in a battalion, six can be on active duty and one should undergo training for six weeks. However, the deteriorating situation in J&K has meant that the training protocol has taken a beating, with training companies being pulled back for active duty.
	As a result, a company that is supposed to get rotational training once a year is no getting it once in two and a half years.
	The vulnerability of the CRPF men was highlighted once again when hundreds of its men were injured in stone pelting in J&K, after the death of Wani. Firing from pellet guns during these protests had led to over 80 people being killed in the Valley, and hundreds more being blinded. Widespread national outrage caused a major battering of the CRPF's image, from which it has still to recover.
	Members of the Parliamentary Committee for Home Affairs, who visited J&K in June, said that they will be raise these issues in a report which will be tabled in the winter session of Parliament.
	"The disparities between paramilitary forces and the Army, in terms of service conditions, payment and infrastructure are glaring and they need to be addressed, if security is to be strengthened and the morale of the forces is to be maintained,'' said Biju Janata Dal MP Jay Panda, a member of the committee.
IG Srinagar: 'CRPF troops must shoot better'
	Srinagar IG Atul Karwal told DNA that lack of shooting practice is a big worry for the CRPF. "The stress on training is less than it should be. It is all work, no training. How and when will we sharpen our edges?''
	The luxury of time to practise and hone shooting skills is not there now. Officers say that before practising on a firing field, troops require 'dry practice' without live ammunition. This will help them go through the motions and revise lessons. This is essential to preserve ammunition and marksmanship.
	"We don't get adequate time to practise on the range, because of which marksmanship is not that good. The four-month winter period in the Valley, when temperatures drop to sub-zero levels, also takes away practice time," Karwal said.

GoI mulls reconfiguration of PAVA shells

Oct 10: Government of India (GoI) is mulling reconfiguration of 'PAVA shells', recently introduced in Kashmir for crowd control as an alternative to pellet guns, as these proved to be "less effective" due to a number of anomalies.
The forces in Jammu and Kashmir, particularly the CRPF, have provided an on-ground assessment, saying the 'chilli-based' PAVA shells were not able to "fully deter" the protesting crowds, official sources said.
The self-melting canisters of the shells were taking time to melt and as a result, the crowds were able to throw them back at the forces in quick time.
Sources said the effectiveness of the shells' chilli fumes after exploding also needed to be enhanced.
The Border Security Force's (BSF) Tear Smoke Unit (TSU), based in Gwalior, has been asked to fix these anomalies and send a fresh lot after reconfiguring the shells.
An expert panel was constituted by the Union Home Ministry to find an alternative to pellet guns for crowd control following an uproar in Kashmir after its usage led to fatalities.
The panel had zeroed in on 'PAVA shells' which were considered "less lethal" and were capable of "immobilising the target temporarily".
'PAVA' stands for Pelargonic Acid Vanillylamide, also called Nonivamide, and is an organic compound found in natural chilli pepper.
On the Scoville scale (to measure the power of chilli), PAVA is categorised as "above peak", meaning it will "severely irritate and paralyse" humans, but the irritation and paralysis will remain "temporary" in nature. It is also used as a food additive to add pungency, flavouring and the spicy effect to eatables.


RSS rally in Doda worries majority community

Oct 02: RSS activists donning khaki trousers and carrying sticks, marched through streets of main town of Doda on October 2, raising “provocative slogans.”
A senior citizen from Doda, Ghulam Mustafa, while talking to Greater Kashmir, however said that people of majority community were outraged over the civilian killings in Kashmir in the ongoing uprising. 
“In this regard people carried out peaceful protest marches against the government and not against any community,” said Mustafa. “The sudden parade by the RSS activists is seen as a threat message to people and an attempt at incitement of passions. In such an atmosphere of fear if anything happens it will have spillover effect beyond the Chenab Valley.”
Deputy Commissioner Doda, Bhupinder Kumar, said there were no directions from the Government for not allowing the rally by the RSS activists.
“They had the permission,” Kumar said.

Editor J and K Now summoned by Police

Oct 19: Founder/Editor of J and K Now, Vijdan Kawoosa on Wednesday was summoned by Jammu Kashmir Police at its cyber cell in Srinagar.
	Vijdan said, “The police summoned me regarding a video statement of Hizbul Mujahideen outfit that I had published over a month ago as part of routine news. Being journalists, we receive thousands of e-mails from every section of the society, including the police and the government itself, requesting publication. Similarly, I received the anonymous e-mail by Hizb.”
	He added that police is accusing him of “sympathizing with the militant group” and being “on their payrolls” or “having links”, only because his website was the first to share the statement which was later copied by media based in Kashmir.
	Narrating his ordeal at the hands of police officials, Vijdan said, “Police officers shouted at me, saying that the news post on my news site J and K Now would “instigate youth towards violence and I was an equal party to the crime”. They threatened to make a case on me if I did not reveal the person I was in ‘contact’ with among the militant group. Even though I gave them open access to my e-mail account on which I had received the mail, they continued to intimidate me.”
	Police has also took notes of Vijdan’s  e-mail addresses, phone numbers and family members, and have also took the password of his Facebook profile to which his website’s page is linked.	
	Police has also seized his driving license and asked him to report before an SP at 10 am on Thursday (October 20) at the same venue.

Now, police seeks list of injured from hospitals ‘for official purposes’

Oct 18: Police have asked authorities of hospitals in Srinagar to provide list of persons who were injured during the ongoing uprising in Kashmir—a move that has left the wounded persons in a state of panic.
Sources told media that police has asked hospitals to submit the list of all injured persons, including their names and addresses and injury details, for ‘official purposes’.  
“We received a letter from intelligence wing of police seeking details of victims along with their residence(s) and the nature and gravity of their injury,” sources at Srinagar’s general specialty SMHS hospital said.
As the news of police inquiring about the injured spread, many victims, according to hospital authorities, were gripped by anxiety and fear. “Many of the injured including the pellet victims have started missing the follow-ups and are clearly telling us that they will ‘go somewhere else’,” a doctor at SMHS Hospital said.
Although the hospital authorities brushed the allegations of police persecution aside and said that the exercise was meant to keep a handy record of injuries for ‘official purposes’, the victims fear the worst.
	Asif Hussain (name changed on request), a pellet victim from Pulwama, who lost vision in one eye, fears that the police move was aimed to zero-in on the injured.
“When we were in hospital, men working for police’s intelligence wing used to pose as volunteers to get our real names and addresses,” he said. “Now they are asking doctors to reveal our details.”
Another pellet victim, who refused to divulge his name and who had come for a follow-up for his pellet-hit eye said he would seek treatment ‘elsewhere’ and not at SMHS Hospital. “I will go to a private clinic. I do not want to land in trouble,” he said.
A senior police officer, wishing not to be named, said the CID wing of police always compiles the list of injured people and those who are killed. “Under police protocol, it is mandatory. We have sought list from various hospital authorities in this regard,” he confirmed.
Police further said Chief Minister’s office was ‘likely to seek the list’ of people seriously injured in the ongoing uprising to “finalize cases for compensation after inquiring about them at the individual level.” Asked whether there was a communication about ‘compensation’ from CM’s Secretariat, senior officials replied in negative.
“There is none (communication) as of now but we have to be ready with all the details,” he said.
As a matter of practice to protect the identity of pellet victims, SMHS Hospital had initiated a practice of keeping the hospital records and files with the departments and keeping only an ‘ID number’ with the patient. “This kept the patients’ name, address and injury details away from curious onlookers and miscreants,” senior doctors at SMHS Hospital said. “However, we are being asked to reveal these confidential details now,” he said.

NHRC awaits J-K govt, Home Ministry’s response to notices on

Oct 21: The Union Home Ministry and the Jammu and Kashmir government are yet to respond to the notices issued to them in July by the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) on the basis of media reports over the unrest in the Valley.
The unrest in the Valley, which had begun a day after Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani was killed in an encounter in south Kashmir on July 8, has left 84 people, including two cops, dead and several thousand injured.
NHRC had on July 19 issued notices to the Home Ministry and the Jammu and Kashmir government, seeking reports within two weeks on casualties in connection with the ongoing violence in the state.
"We had taken cognisance of media reports, and the notice sent to the state is completely based out of reports in print and electronic media. We are awaiting the response of the state government," NHRC chairperson justice H L Duttu told reporters today.
"It has been observed that it is closely watching the incidents of violence in the aftermath of the killing of alleged militant Burhan Wani in an encounter with the security forces on July 8, 2016," NHRC had said in its notice.
"Expressing its utmost concern over the developments, the Commission has issued notices to the Union Home Secretary and the Chief Secretary and government of Jammu and Kashmir calling for reports in the matter. The Commission has given two weeks to respond," it said.
When asked whether the issue of use of pellet guns figure in its deliberations on the issue, he said, "Our assessment is only the media reports as of now."
	On the Kairana migration issue, Duttu said, the Commission "has received the response of the Uttar Pradesh government, and the report would be placed before the full commission, which would discuss, deliberate and take the final decision in it." 

Govt. Schools Occupied by Forces Notified as Centres for Class 10 and 12 exams

Oct 22: The Jammu and Kashmir government has notified government schools for examination centres which continue to remain occupied by paramilitary forces for past two months.
The schools have been identified by JK Board of School Education (BOSE) in connection with conduct of examination which, as per BOSE notification are scheduled from mid-November.
	Officials said the authorities in BOSE have identified almost all the government schools for exam centres which include three Higher Secondary Schools in Srinagar district which continue to remain occupied by paramilitary forces for the past two months.
	Paramilitary forces continue to remain stationed in Kothi Bagh Girls HSS, MP model HSS and Girls HSS Nishat which have been notified as exam centres for class 10 and 12 students.
As per the BOSE notification, the exams for class 10 will commence from November 15 and will culminate on November 28 while as the exams for class 12 will commence from November 14 and will culminate on December 3.
“These schools are spacious and are used as exam centres from past as well. We have been informed that forces will be vacated from these schools till the time exams will approach,” a senior official in BOSE said.
He said the schools have been identified by BOSE as per their own requirements and an official intimation is given to Directorate of School Education Kashmir (DSEK) as well.
	“Identification of schools and setting up of exam centres in them is completely our (BOSE) job. DSEK has no role in it but we inform them once we complete the process of identification of government schools as exam centres,” the official said.
JKBOSE has notified MP Model HSS Bagh-e-Dilawar Khan, Khanyar as centre number 8158 for the students of class 10. The institution is also to be used as exam centre for class 12 students as well. The institutions continue to remain occupied by forces for the past two months.
	Principal MP Model HSS, Rifat Bashir said the government has accommodated two companies of CRPF who have occupied school building barring Principal office and Laboratories.
“Around 19 rooms including auditorium are occupied by forces. If government wants to set up exam centre here then they should relocate troops from here,” she said.
Similarly, Government Girls HSS Nishat has been notified as centre number 8120 for the Secondary and Higher Secondary examination.
Principal Girls HSS Nishat, Rubeena Fazli said around 100 CRPF personnel have been accommodated in the school who have occupied all the rooms except Principal office and cleric room.
	“We have 8 rooms in schools and all have been occupied by CRPF. It is not possible to set up exam centre in our school,” Fazli said.
The officials said BOSE has already issued centre notification to the school education and some school heads have been informed as well.
“We have informed the concerned schools heads that there institutions are to be utilized as exam centres and asked them to make necessary arrangements as well,” officials said.
	A senior official in DSEK confirmed the receipt of centre notice issued by JKBOSE.
	Meanwhile Principal Kothi Bagh HSS, Qazi Romana confirmed that the school has been notified as exam centre for class 12th students.
	“BOSE has set up six centres in our school for class 12 examination,” she said. “But we didn’t receive the official notification.”
	Government has accommodated two companies of CRPF in Kothi Bagh School who have occupied 16 classrooms of the institution.
“Few rooms having fixed furniture have been spared.”
She said that earlier the institution was occupied by BSF troops which were later replaced by CRPF.
Interestingly, JK government has sought deferment of by-polls in Anantnag district saying the atmosphere was “not conducive for elections.”
The students have hit the roads against the government decision to hold exams in November.
Chairman BOSE Zahoor Ahmad Chatt said they have notified almost all the government schools for setting up of exam centers.
	“We have been told that troops will be relocated from these schools which are to be utilized for exams,” Chatt said.

67 weapons snatched from cops in 3 months

Oct 19: Spurt in the incidents of gun-snatching by militants in Kashmir has triggered concern in the security establishment, prompting the army to say that it is working with police to tackle the new strategy of the militants. 
Over the last three months, 67 weapons, including AK-47, INSAS, Carbine, SLR, .303 rifles, have been looted and snatched from police personnel in 12 such incidents. 
"It is a new strategy and plan of the militants with twin objective of making new recruits prove their loyalty and commitment towards gun culture and also to create public perception about demoralisation in the police forces," a senior police officer said.
The officer, however, dismissed the theory that the snatching is done to arm militants, arguing that the weapons like INSAS, Carbines, SLR rifles are not of much use to the militants unlike the AK rifles.
"Rifle snatching incidents witnessed recently in the valley, particularly in south Kashmir, is a cause of concern,” said Srinagar-based Army Commander Lt Gen Satish Dua at a function.
"There are some small pickets of the police where they are not able to take care of the situation if the militants come in. It is being addressed jointly with the police,” he added.
Among the steps that are being taken by the forces is to increase the number of men at pickets, including those guarding minority community members in south Kashmir. 
Hizbul Mujahideen commander Zakir Rashid Bhat, who was close to slain militant commander Burhan Wani, in a recent video message has said that several youth have snatched weapons from security forces and have joined the Hizb ranks.
"Anyone who wants to join us, he should snatch a weapon and join us. We welcome them all wholeheartedly,” said Zakir, a former engineering student of Chandigarh, in the video.
Police feels his vedio message will encourage youth to snatch and loot weapons from police and other forces in Kashmir in days to come. 
Former Army officer Brig (retd) Anil Gupta said the security agencies have to stop this, otherwise the number of the armed militants in Kashmir will increase.
"It is concern. Weapon-snatching is being done because militants cannot now smuggle in weapons from across the LoC due to high degree of security. So they go for snatching and looting of weapons," he said.
Brig Gupta, who has served at 16 Crops headquarters and various other formations in J&K, said, "although police has taken some measures to use digital chips-based GRP tracking system, my suggestion is to put in place Radio Frequency Identification Disc (RFID).
"The RFID should be embedded on the weapon and a code given to weapon handler. The weapon can fire only when both the codes match, otherwise it is of no use," he said.
The snatching incidents started soon after Burhan's killing, when people attacked police station Damhal Hanjipora in South Kashmir's Kulgam district on July 11 and potential militants looted 39 rifles including 21 INSAS rifles, 12 SLRs, One LMG and 2 AK rifles.
On October 16 night, militants decamped with five rifles from policemen guarding a broadcast tower in Davlach village in Dooru-Shahabad area of this South Kashmir district.
The militants managed their entry into a room at Lower Power Transmitter Station of public service broadcaster Doordarshan in Davlash village where weapons were kept and escaped with the weapons, including 3 SLRs, one INSAS and a Carbine without any resistance.
	Earlier on October 8, militants snatched two service rifles from a minority police post in Tumlihal-Lassipora in Pulwama district.
A day prior to that, weapons were snatch from policemen guarding a minority picket in Jamnagri village of Shopian. In the fire fight, one cop was killed, two others including a Kashmiri Pandit were injured.
On October 3, militants ran away with five automatic rifles from a minority post in Kulgam district. On September 28, they decamped with service rifle of guards of former NC MLA in Shopian. Prior to that, militants, on the night of September 18, decamped with four service rifles from security guards of ruling People’s Democratic Party district president, Advocate Javed Sheikh.
Four rifles were also snatched from policemen guarding the house of a former National Conference leader in Begam village in Pombia area of Kulgam district on the evening of September 8.
On September 5, a Communist leader’s house in Kulgam was attacked and a rifle snatched from the police personnel on duty.
On August 31, militants sneaked into protesters who attacked PDP leader and Rajya Sabha member Nazir Ahmad Laway’s house in Chawalgam village of Kulgam district and ran away with four rifles.
In a bid to snatch rifles, militants attacked a Police Picket guarding minority families at Sirnoo village of Pulwama.

Officially Stated
· 
· Army filming fake video to allay doubts on surgical strike: Legislator 
Oct 05: Independent Kashmir legislator Er Rashid claimed that Army was making video of a fake operation in Leepa valley in frontier district of Kupwara to present it as evidence of its claimed surgical strikes across the Line of Control (LoC).
He said that Army should not make its credibility suspicious only to benefit political parties.
	Army filming fake video to allay doubts on surgical strike: Er Rashid
	He said that all the chest-thumping by the BJP in claiming the surgical strikes is being done to promote Home Minister Rajnath Singh as its chief ministerial candidate for Uttar Pradesh, which is going to polls next year.
	“The issue of surgical strikes needs to be understood in light of Times of India story published in June this year, revealing that BJP will declare Rajnath Singh as its CM candidate for UP, but before doing so, Rajnath Singh may claim to have carried out some big military operation in Kashmir, in order to gain sympathy among UP voters,” he said.
	Rashid cautioned the Army not to fall prey to BJP’s tactics and escalate tension at the borders.
· Kashmir economy suffers Rs 10000-cr loss
Oct 06: As Kashmir continues to remain in grip of protests, curfews, clashes and shutdowns for the past three months, its economy is consequently seeing the “worst-ever slump” with losses during this period accumulating to over Rs 10,000 crore, thus making the Valley-based traders and businessmen to be at the “receiving end” of the prevailing situation.
Kashmir-based economists and traders’ bodies put the losses incurred by Kashmir’s economy at Rs 120 crore a day on an average, thus making the total losses incurred during the past 90 days to over Rs 10,000 crore.  
As per mutton dealers, the sale of sacrificial animals this year saw a decline by over 80 percent which is unprecedented in Kashmir. Besides, more than 5000 marriage functions were cancelled that caused losses to these dealers. 
As per market observers, transport and tourism sectors have also been the worst-hit. The government estimates put the losses incurred by tourism sector at Rs 3000 crore, while the transport sector is in suspension mode ever since July 9.
“Mostly people in Kashmir used to stock eatables by going for purchases in the morning hours when there was no protests and absence of forces on roads which allowed vegetable vendors and ‘kiryana’ shops to operate. Apart from this, there was no business activity since the eruption of uprising on July 9,” said President of Kashmir Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Mushtaq Ahmad Wani.
· Pellets Kill 13
Oct 06: The use of pellets proved lethal in Kashmir as at least 13 youth including two teenagers died of pellets in the past three months. The forces, however, continued to use pellets to quell protestors despite an announcement by Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh that “there would be no use of pellets.”
·  1000 eyes hit by pellets, and counting
Oct 06: In the past three months, the deadly pellets that eye-specialists call ‘mini-bullets’ have resulted in injuries to eyes of over 1000 civilians, most of them teenagers, resulting in their visual impairment that may range between “Total Loss of Vision” to “Usable Vision” in the eye perforated.
Records at SMHS hospital here have revealed that 931 people have been injured in eyes by forces in the past 90 days of uprising triggered by the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen Commander Burhan Muzaffar Wani on July 8. This hospital has been the main point for rendering special treatment for the injured, especially for eye injuries and surgical facilities, including neurosurgery.
In SKIMS Medical College Hospital (JVC), 131 injured in eyes with pellets have been admitted over the period of three months. Of these, seven have bilateral injuries, implying that both eyes have been perforated by pellets.
The Department of Ophthalmology of SMHS Hospital has admitted 811 people for pellet inflicted eye injuries during this period. In addition, 70 injured have been managed in the Out-Patient-Department and sent home owing to the ‘minor’ intensity of the wounds. 50 injured had pellets in the ocular region, but their eyeball had been spared, doctors said.
Of 881 whose eyes have been perforated by pellets and were admitted at SMHS Hospital, 44 have suffered injuries in both eyes. This, according to doctors, decreased the chances of their vision restoration as neither of the eyes has good chance of visual acuity.
	Records reveal that at least 22 injured had lost the entire contents of eye (evisceration) at the site of the injury. “These people are left with only one eye because pellets have hit the eye with such an intensity that it has come out of its socket,” doctors said.
In addition, as per the records, 250 eyes have been hit on their macula (area near the centre of the retina in eye, the region of keenest vision), an area where any injury could result in loss of a person’s ability to see what is in front of his eyes.
“These people, if at all we are able to restore their vision, will be able to see the sides of the visual field but nothing in the middle,” said a doctor.
Doctors said in about 50 injured, pellets had penetrated the eye so deeply that it had hit and damaged the optic nerve (responsible for transmitting visual signals to brain).
“No matter what advanced surgery we do, an eye with damaged optic nerve has minimal chances of recovery,” they said.
Of the injured, 454 eyes have had advanced vitrectomies (surgery for removing vitreous humor muddled by blood, air in eye), and other surgeries aimed at improving the visual outcome, by doctors at SMHS Hospital. Dr. S Natarajan, a renowned retina surgeon from Mumbai has also been volunteering for a few days every month for conducting surgeries of pellet victims.
· From July 9, over 5000 injured admitted in Kashmir hospitals
Oct 07: In the past one month of unrest in Kashmir—since the killing of militant commander Burhan Muzaffar Wani—more than 5000 people with firearm and other types of injuries were admitted to different Valley hospitals, with some of them maimed for entire life.
Official data revealed that more than 1600 persons were treated in Srinagar hospitals alone, with majority of them at general specialty SMHS hospital, and over 3400 in district hospitals since the protests broke out on July 9. The injured also include 493 persons who were hit by bullets.
During the period, 410 persons with pellet injuries to eye (s) were admitted to different hospitals and a large number of them are at the risk of losing vision in at least one eye. The month, as per the data, also saw hospitals across Kashmir conducting at least 1558 surgeries (both minor and major) for firearm and other types of injuries.
This official data accessed from Srinagar hospitals and Directorate of Health Services (Kashmir) challenges the figures submitted by the Government of India to the Supreme Court on Friday wherein the total number of injured was shown as 2,650.
At SMHS hospital here, doctors have been working non-stop to treat the injured and here, at least 950 persons with different injuries including the pellet and bullet injuries were received during the past one month.
Of these 950 persons, at least 360 had pellet injuries in one or both eyes while more than 430 had extra-ocular injuries due to pellets. The hospital also admitted 67 persons with bullet injuries apart from 80 persons with injuries owing to “assault and beating”.
 “The entire month has been a disaster-like situation,” said a senior doctor at SMHS hospital, informing that a total of 890 surgeries, 38 of them major, were conducted at the hospital since July 9.
The swelling number of eye injury cases has been a worry for the authorities at the hospital as the rush has been forcing the surgeons to delay the second-line treatment (retinal surgeries) and in a way is a race against time for the surgeons to ensure timely treatment of these victims.
“The surgeons have been working non-stop in Ophthalmology Operation Theater since Friday evening in view of the rise in the injured persons,” said an official at the hospital. “We are giving our best…we have decided to keep the theater functional for Sunday as well.”
Among the injured treated at the hospital are 27 with head and spine injuries, caused by bullets, pellets or shells.
In the tertiary-care Sher-i-Kashmir Institute of Medical Sciences (SKIMS) Soura, 33 persons are recuperating from injuries due to pellets, bullets and shells.
The hospital admitted 188 persons during the past one month of unrest including 30 victims with bullet injuries and 68 with pellet injuries, apart from 59 persons who had sustained injuries due to stones and shells. The hospital also treated 28 cases of “assault”.
“We conducted 36 major and 152 minor surgeries during these days,” said a doctor at the Institute.
At Government Dental College hospital, opposite to SMHS, victims narrate the tragic tales of broken jaws and facial bones.
A doctor at the hospital said at least 25 persons including youth and elderly were admitted with different maxillofacial injuries including laceration of lips, fracture to jaw and facial bones and cheek bones.
Most of these victims, according to the doctor, had allegedly been thrashed by forces.
Doctors at Bone & Joints hospital here narrate the cases of patients with bullet-shattered limbs and bones.
Of 114 persons who were treated at the hospital, 86 had bullet injuries, eight were injured due to shells and 20 were pellet cases.
“All injured persons underwent major surgeries due to compound fractures and associated nerve injuries,” said the doctor.
Many of these patients, according to him, would take months to recover and would require undergoing subsequent surgeries.
“But there is a high risk of the injuries leaving behind residual defects due to mal-unions, shortening of limbs, stiff joints and associated nerve injuries,” said the doctor.
The SKIMS Medical College at Bemina treated 288 persons with different injuries from July 9 till the morning of August 7 while conducting 46 eye surgeries, 18 surgeries in limbs for bullet and pellet wounds.
“Of total cases admitted to the hospitals, 222 persons had pellet injuries in parts of body other than eyes,” said a doctor at the hospital.
The data compiled by the Directorate of Health Kashmir showed that more than 3400 people with firearm and other types of injuries were treated at different district hospitals.
	These include over 300 people who had bullet injuries and more than 1500 persons who were hit by pellets apart from 160 eye injury cases. The injured also included those hit by shells and stones while many of them had been “assaulted”.
As per the data the district hospitals also conducted almost 300 surgeries apart from handling dozens of bullet injury cases.In the three districts of Anantnag (Islamabad) Kulgam and Pulwama in south Kashmir, which has been the epicenter of the ongoing protests, more than 500 persons each were treated in the district hospitals.
	The number of injured treated in the district hospitals at Shopian and Kupwara was 300 persons each.
The number of injured treated in hospitals run by the Directorate in remaining five districts – Baramulla, Bandipora, Ganderbal, Budgam and Srinagar vary from 150 to 220.
· Over 7000 arrested, 2300 FIRs registered
Oct 06: There has been no let-up in arrests by police and so far over 7000 people have been put in custody while the hunt for many others is on.
Most of the arrests have been made in south and north Kashmir districts including Anantnag, Pulwama, Shopian, Kulgam and police district Awantipora. In these districts, over 4000 people, particularly youth, have been arrested in the past 90 days.
Media reports said from north Kashmir’s districts of Kupwara, Baramulla, Bandipora, and police districts of Sopore and Handwara, more than 2000 people, particularly youth, have been arrested on charges of stone-pelting and participating in street protests.
Official sources said from Srinagar, Budgam and Ganderbal districts of Central Kashmir, about 1000 youth have been arrested.   
Director General of Police, Coordination, S P Vaid said the hunt to arrest those involved will continue. “We have registered 2300 FRIs in different police stations of Kashmir during the past three months,” he told media. He said 4318 people have so far been arrested.
	“Among them 925 are still lodged in police stations. The rest have been bailed out,” he said.
A senior police official said that there are dozens of youth in Police Stations who have not been booked in FIRs. He said above 4400 have been booked in FIRs while the rest have been have kept “in preventive custody.”
Residents in most parts of Kashmir say night raids by forces have forced scores of youths to go into hiding.  
The night raids are being conducted jointly by the police and paramilitary forces, almost daily, in south, central and north Kashmir areas, evoking stiff resistance from people.
A senior police official said that night-time raids do not take place in Kashmir alone. “They take place across the country when police have to catch a trouble-maker,” he said. Reports of night-time raids have also come from Kupwara, Sopore, Budgam, Bandipora, Ganderbal and Srinagar.
· 12344 injured admitted in hospital 
Oct 06: More than 12,000 persons injured in forces’ action have been admitted in Kashmir hospitals in the past 90 days of anti-India uprising, official figures have revealed. While pellets fired by forces from shotguns have caused maximum number of injuries, districts in South Kashmir have borne the maximum brunt with highest number of injuries.
Hospital records consolidated by media have thrown up startling figures of huge number of injuries in forces’ action during the raging anti-India protests following the killing of Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani on July 8.
While most of the injuries have taken place in rural Kashmir, resultantly, 8663 injured were admitted in peripheral hospitals like sub-district and district hospitals, outside Srinagar. In tertiary-care health sector, Srinagar’s SMHS Hospital has been the nodal point for treatment delivery where 2465 injured were admitted during this period.
Among Kashmir districts, Pulwama health facilities received the maximum number of injured (1499), followed by Anantnag hospitals (1374) and then Kulgam hospitals (1333), in the past 90 days.
Figures have revealed that 7136 people injured with pellets have been admitted in various hospitals. Of these, over 1000 were injured in eye(s), impairing their vision to varying degrees and even resulting in total loss of vision in some cases. Besides, 914 people with pellet injuries to various parts of body (other than eyes) had been admitted in SMHS hospital in three months. Many of the injured had pellets perforating their vital organs such as brain, lungs, heart, liver, intestines and kidneys.
At least 13 people have also lost their lives to injuries caused by pellets, as per known/recorded cause of their death, while 374 people hit by bullets have been admitted in hospitals in the past three months. While 121 of these were managed at the district hospital level, 239 had been referred to Srinagar hospitals for specialized treatment.
Of the bullet-hit admitted at Srinagar hospitals, 90 had injuries in limbs resulting in fractures and were admitted at Bone and Joints Hospital. The remaining 163 had injuries in parts of body other than limbs.
As per the records, 86 bullet-hit civilians were admitted at SMHS Hospital and 43 at SKIMS Soura during the period. Many of these had grave, life-threatening injuries requiring ventilator support and critical care, officials said.
Kulgam district hospitals had received maximum number of bullet injuries (117) in the past 90 days, followed by Anantnag hospitals (78). While 50 people have been recorded at district level hospitals as losing their life to injuries, 16 people injured by firearms have lost battle for life at SKIMS Soura. At SMHS hospital, 12 injured lost their lives while four were brought dead to the health facility.
A huge number of people have also been injured by shells and alleged assaults by forces. While peripheral hospitals have recorded 2494 people being injured due to ‘other means’, 534 such injuries have been managed at SMHS Hospital alone. Of those injured by ‘other means’, 109 admitted at SMHS Hospital had been treated for injuries caused by teargas and other shells used by forces on protestors.
On day 90 of the uprising, while most of the injured had been discharged from hospitals, at SMHS Hospital 61 people injured in eyes by pellets were still admitted. The long course of treatment of eye injuries requires the victims to make multiple visits to the specialized healthcare facility for multiple surgeries. Most had visual impairment of some degree. Many other victims, with bullet and pellet injuries to limbs, head and spine were facing lifelong disability.
Doctors said that psychiatric issues were also cropping up in victims of firearm injuries.
· 250 militants hiding in Kashmir Valley
Oct 09: The government believes at least 250 terrorists belonging to three Pakistan-based terror groups are active in the Kashmir valley and they could target security forces to 'avenge' the surgical strikes+ carried out by the Army across the Line of Control (LoC).
Quoting intelligence inputs, top government sources said that most of the 250 terrorists belonging to Lashkar-e-Taiba+ , Jaish-e-Mohammed and Hizbul Mujahideen had infiltrated before the surgical strikes and were hiding.
· Stop policing, start parenting: Mehbooba to JKP
Oct 21: Seeking support of J&K Police to restore normalcy, Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti asked them to stop policing and start parenting the protesting youth.
Speaking at the Police commemoration day function at the J&K Armed Police Complex in Zewan in the outskirts of Srinagar, the CM said they now had to stop policing and start parenting the generation of 10 to 20 year oldies, who do not need policing but parenting.
Calling upon Police to act as an interface with these children, she said Police had an important role to play for creating an atmosphere the government wants.
“Take care of the children on streets and accept them,” Mehbooba said. “We want pellet guns banned but that is not possible without your help.”
	Asking policemen to be patient and tolerant while dealing with the protesting youth, she said, “Stop firing pellets to save their eyes and arms even if it means taking a hit.”
Stressing that the government wanted to end black laws and create a situation for it, the CM said it, however, was not possible at the moment.
“We have to remove AFPSA within a year, two, three or four and for that we have to end infiltration and militancy,” she said.
	Calling for handholding of children, Mehbooba said enough bullets and pellets had been sprayed and now it was time to apply balm on their wounds.
Accepting that police and other forces had been involved in committing atrocities on the people in certain cases, she gave the example of the killing of Junaid Ahmad of Syedpora, Srinagar, Mushtaq Ahmad of Kokernag, lecturer Shabir Ahmad Monga of Khrew, Pulwama, an ATM guard Riyaz Ahmad Shah of Chattabal and a few more cases saying she would punish the forces involved in these killing and hope the police force supports her in taking action against those involved.
“It is a fact that mistakes and atrocities have been committed at some places but the way children and youth are sent to camps with stones and asked to close roads by people who themselves stay away from trouble is unfortunate,” the CM said.
· In 27 years 5611 forces personnel have been killed: DGP
Oct 21: Director General of Police K Rajendra Kumar said police “exercised maximum restraint” during the past three months “despite facing highest provocation from protestors.” He said two cops were killed while “5000 injured” during this period. 23 cops were killed in the past 10 months, he said.
Addressing Police Commemoration Day at Zewan on Srinagar outskirts, the DGP said police “exercised tremendous restraint while dealing with protestors who resorted to highest form of provocations.”
“Our men preferred to sustain injuries rather than retaliating. Two cops died while 5000 forces personnel sustained injuries during the three-month-long law and order situation in Kashmir,” he said.
Rajendra said 23 cops have been killed while fighting militancy in Kashmir between September 2015 to August 2016. “In the past 27 years of militancy in J&K, 5611 forces personnel have been killed which include 978 cops, 468 SPOs, 131 VDC members and 4016 other forces personnel,” he said.
· CM for maximum restraint to avoid civilian casualties
Oct 25: Calling for maximum restraint, Chief Minister, Mehbooba Mufti asked security agencies to avoid any civilian casualties and damage to private and public property.
Presiding over a meeting of the Unified Headquarters (UHQ) at SKICC here, the chief minister urged upon the security agencies to conduct their operations keeping in view the safety of the people. 
She stressed the need for following a humane approach while dealing with law-and-order situation on ground.
“Security forces should focus on area security rather than static deployment. Police and security forces should hand-hold the misadvised youth who have joined militancy or are indulging in violence, with compassion, and help them bring back to the mainstream through persuasive influence,” Mehbooba said.
She also directed that training and skill development programmes should be organized for such youth by way of sustainable livelihood support.
 “Ways and means shall have to be explored immediately to bring an end to the sufferings of the hapless people subjected to immense miseries over the past few months because of the continuous cross-border shelling and escalation of violence in the State and the region,” she said.
· Since July 8, 75 youth went missing, 43 joined militants, no info about 26
Oct 31: There has been a growing concern within the security establishment about the sudden increase in disappearance of youths in Kashmir this year and official figures suggest that they might have joined various militant ranks, especially after the death of Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani.
According to the official data accessed by media, 75 boys went missing within three months of Kashmir unrest, out of which 43 joined militant ranks, six returned back to their homes while 26 others are still missing. 
Over the years, south Kashmir has become a breeding ground for militants with many youths joining their ranks. The number has gone up considerably after the killing of Burhan Wani. If the official figures of the police are to be believed, at least 41 people went missing in last three and half months in south Kashmir’s four districts out of whom 26 joined militant ranks, two returned to their homes while 13 are still missing. According to the reports, most of the missing youth have joined Hizbul Mujahideen.
 	In Kulgam district, 13 people went missing after the killing of Burhan out of whom 10 joined militant ranks while there is no information regarding the remaining three. In south Kashmir’s Shopian district, 11 went missing out of whom six joined militant ranks while the rest are unaccounted for.
Similarly in Pulwama district, eight people went missing out of whom four joined militant ranks, 3 are still missing while one of the missing persons returned home in the last three and half months. In Anantnag district of south Kashmir, five people went missing out of whom three joined militant ranks while one of the missing persons returned home. However, there are no whereabouts about another missing person.
In Awantipora, four people went missing out of whom three joined militant ranks while one is still missing.
Last year, out of the 90 youths who had joined militant groups, 80 per cent of them hailed from various districts of South Kashmir alone.
Similarly, in north Kashmir districts of Baramulla, Kupwara and Bandipora at least 31 persons went missing out of whom 16 joined militant ranks, four returned back while 11 are still missing. According to the official data accessed by The Kashmir Monitor, in Sopore town, 10 people went missing after the killing of Burhan Wani out of whom eight joined militant ranks while two are still missing.
In Baramulla district, 10 went missing out of whom six joined militant ranks, three are still missing while one of the missing persons has come back.
Similarly in Kupwara district, eight people went missing out of whom two joined militant ranks, four are still missing while two of the missing persons have returned to their homes. But in Bandipora district of north Kashmir, out of three missing persons no one has joined militant ranks. While one of the missing persons has returned home, two are still unaccounted for.
Official figures also suggest that in Srinagar district, two people went missing out of whom one joined militant ranks while another one is still missing. Similarly, in Budgam district no one joined militant ranks however one person went missing during the current unrest.
Syed Mujtaba Gilani, IGP Kashmir while talking to an international news portal has said that militants have stolen about 40 weapons from the forces in recent weeks. “This is a cause for concern and one indication that new recruits are being armed,” Gilani was quoted as having said.
According to the official figures, 78 persons have joined different militant groups this year. The figure in 2015 was 66.

	Date 
	Troopers killed
	Militants Killed
	Civilians killed

	Oct 01
	-
	-
	1

	Oct 02
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 03
	-
	-
	1

	Oct 04
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 05
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 06
	-
	7
	-

	Oct 07
	1 (policeman)
	-
	-

	Oct 08
	-
	-
	1

	Oct 09
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 10 
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 11
	-
	1
	-

	Oct 12
	-
	1
	1 (PA)

	Oct 13
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 14
	1
	-
	-

	Oct 15
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 16
	1
	-
	-

	Oct 17
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 18
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 19
	1 (suicide)
	-
	-

	Oct 20
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 21
	-
	-
	2

	Oct 22
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 23
	1
	-
	-

	Oct 24
	-
	1
	-

	Oct 25
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 26
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 27
	2
	-
	-

	Oct 28
	1
	1
	3

	Oct 29
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 30
	-
	-
	-

	Oct 31
	-
	-
	-

	Total 
	8
	11
	9

	                                                            In Toto 
	28 KILLINGS 


Chronology of incidents
Oct 01: A youth, who was critically injured in pellet firing of troops, succumbed to injuries while life in Valley remained crippled for the 85th consecutive day. Muzaffar Ahmad Pandit son of Mohammad Ramzan of Check-i-Kawoosa in central Kashmir’s Budgam district succumbed to pellet injuries at SKIMS, Bemina. While at At Nehalpora Pattan, police fired tear-smoke shells and pellets to disperse protesters who were protesting against the arrest of an Imam and continued civilian killings in the Valley.
Oct 02: No incident of violence reported.
Oct 03: Mohammad Yousuf Khanday of Narbal Budgam succumbed to injuries he received on September 30. 
Oct 04: The protests, clashes and shutdown continued in Valley for the 88th consecutive day while two auto-rickshaws were set ablaze by unidentified persons in Srinagar.  As many as fifty persons, majority of them women, were injured in state forces action at various places during protest demonstration. Police said 50 youth were arrested in raids from different parts of the valley. Meanwhile, militants attack Yaripora police station in Kulgam district of north Kashmir. 
Oct 05: More than seventy people including few women were injured in forces action across Kashmir valley as people continue to organize pro-freedom rallies. State forces men go berserk damaged window panes and vehicles in south and north Kashmir areas.  Suspected militants attack with a hand grenade the house of PDP MLA Advocate Mohammad Yousuf Bhat in Meemandar area of Shopian district. Police said it has arrested 76 persons across Kashmir to deflate the ongoing agitation. 
Oct 06: Army claimed it has killed seven unidentified militants in Handwara and Nowgam areas of Kupwara district. While the protests and clashes continued at various places across Kashmir. Some persons were also reportedly were injured in state forces action.
Oct 07: At least 60 people sustained injuries in clashes that broke out across Kashmir after Friday prayers, even as police foiled the joint resistance leadership’s call for a march to UN office in Srinagar with curfew and full force. A 12-year-old boy was seriously injured at Eidgah Srinagar after he was hit by pellets in the forces’ action and his condition was stated as critical at SK Institute of Medical Sciences, Soura. A police constable was killed late Friday evening and two other people, including a cop and a member of the minority Pandit community, were injured in south Kashmir’s Shopian district after a weapon snatching bid by militants turned into serious exchange of fire.
Oct 08: Junaid Ahmad, 12, son of Ghulam Ahmad, was shifted to the hospital with life-threatening injuries last evening where he passed away. An Indian army soldier was injured in cross border shelling in Mendhar sector of Jammu region. Scores of persons were injured when state forces attacked the funnel procession of Junaid in downtown Srinagar.  Contuning its crackdown on youth, police arrested 61 persons from various places. 
Oct 09: At least fifteen persons received injuries in sate forces action while containing the anti-India protests at various places in Kashmir valley. Over 250 apple boxes in an orchard of Mohammad Sadir of Sonawari, Sopore was set on fire by unknown persons. While residents of Khanabal area of district Ananantnag accused state forces of ransacking their houses and caused damaged to their good and windowpanes, after the youth protest.   
Oct 10: The government imposed strict curfew and restrictions to foil the Muharram procession in Kashmir valley. Police detained scores of mourners at Batamaloo when they took out a Muharram procession towards Lal Chowk. They were lodged in police station Batamaloo. In South Kashmir, government forces damaged at least five power transformers when people tried to participate in a pro-freedom march at Lever Pahalgam area of Anantnag district. Eyewitnesses and reports said in a bid to foil the ‘Lever Chalo’ march, government forces sealed all the roads leading to the village while people from different villages including Khatsu, Khotas, Sallar, Wullarhama, Paryen and Jaigund were stopped from moving towards the venue. It is believed that two militants were holed up in a government building EDI in Pampore area. The militants injured an army soldier before entering the government building. 
Oct 11: As many as thirty-six persons were arrested in state forces action while containing the protests at various places in Srinagar. Curfew was imposed in Srinagar areas to thwart Muharram processions. Twelve persons including three women and four paramilitary troopers were injured in a grenade explosion in Shopian in south Kashmir. Meanwhile, army claimed it had killed one of the holed up militants in EDI in an ongoing encounter.    
Oct 12: Army claimed it had killed another militant holed up in EDI building in Pampore on October 10 taking the toll of militants killed in the encounter to killing of two militants. Army also claimed it recovered bodies of both the militants. Strict curfew and restrict were imposed by the government at various places to foil the religious congregation of Shia on 10 Muharram. Protests and clashes between unarmed pro-freedom protesters and state forces took place at various places resulted into injuries to some persons. In a different incident, unknown gunmen shot dead a People’s Conference worker in Kralgund area of Langate, Kupwara. The slain has been identified as Ghulam Nabi Khawja.  
Oct 13: At least twenty persons, including two policemen, sustained injuries during clashes at various places across Kashmir. 52 persons including two minors were taken into custody by police.  
Oct 14: Over fifty persons were injured when state forces used action to disperse the protesters across Kashmir valley. Around 63 persons were arrested by police on charges of stone pelting from different places. A paramilitary Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) man was killed and either others including a policeman injured when militants attacked their vehicle in Zakura area in outskirts of Srinagar.  
Oct 15: The force personnel vandalized public property in South Kashmir’s Shopian village and injured at least 30 people in pellet and tear gas shelling. The residents of Werpora village of Nagabal said forces thrashed the people after barging into their houses at around 4 am. The forces smashed the window and glass panes of the houses, parked vehicles and other properties of people. “They smashed whatever came their way,” the locals said. They said forces damaged properties worth millions of rupees. 48 more persons were arrested by the police in its drive to crush the ongoing mass agitation.
Oct 16: Few persons injured in state forces action at various places across Kashmir. Army said, its soldier died due to a sniper shot on LOC  in Tarkundi forwad area of Mendhar in Poonch district. Police arrested 62 more persons on charges of stone pelting across Kashmir to defuse the ongoing agitation. 
Oct 17:  On the 101st day of unrest in the Valley, in a joint operation army, CRPF and police which continued for 12-hour arrested 44 persons crackdown in North Kashmir’s Baramulla town and arrested 44 people while two sumo vehicles were ablaze by masked youth at Parimpora in the outskirts of Srinagar. Two more persons were booked under infamous Public Safety Act (PSA) in Bandipora district. Sources said Reyaz Ahmad Mir of Plan and Zubair Ahmad of Qazipora were booked under PSA and shifted to Kotbalwal jail, Jammu. With their booking under PSA, at least 39 people have been booked under the infamous law in Bandipora in last three months. While 60 people were arrested in police arrest drive from various places to neutralize the ongoing agitation. 
Oct 18: Continuing its arrest drive police arrested 122 more persons across Kashmir valley to choke the ongoing valley wide agitation. Eleven members of one family were arrested in Kupwara by state forces during a search operation. Police and CRPF used force to disband a pro-freedom rally in Chadoora area of Budgam district. 
Oct 19: Police crackdown continues 104 persons were arrested by it to squeeze the ongoing agitation. At many places people protests the police raids. While an army soldier committed suicide by hanging himself in his barrack in Poonch district. The deceased has been identified as Lance Naik Anil Bura posted at Mendhar sector.  Two vehicles was set on fire by unknown persons in Delina area of Baramulla and in Srinagar while as a J&K Bank branch in Srinagar was attacked by some masked men. 
Oct 20: Protests erupted in Nowhatta area of Srinagar district when police foiled a peaceful protest taken out by the people. Forces foiled also a pro-freedom rally in Baramulla district. In Ganderbal state forces were accused of damaging the public property after the protests in the area. Unknown gunmen shot at and injured a man in South Kashmir’s Shopian district. The injured was identified by police as Amin Bhat s/o Mohammad Yousnis Bhat.  
Oct 21: A youth died after clashes erupted between government forces and youth at Nasrullahpora in Budgam on Friday. Locals alleged that 22-year-old Javid Ahmad Mir, son of Fateh Mohammad Mir of Mir Mohallah Nasrullahpora died after sustaining head injury with one of the teargas shells fired by police to disperse youth who were holding peaceful protests in the area. However, police refuted the allegations, saying that he died of cardiac arrest. Meanwhile, a bullet-riddled body of a youth identified as Shamim Ahmad Patloo, son of Abdul Aziz Patloo of Arwani Bijbehara was found in Kujjar village of Kulgam district. Shamim, according to his family members, was kidnapped by unknown gunmen from his home four days ago. A bullet wound was found on his neck. Thirty more persons were injured in clashes with state forces across Kashmir valley. While police said it had arrested 72 more persons from different parts of the valley.  
Oct 22: Protests continued twenty more persons injured in state forces action. Police used force on protestors in Maisuma area of Lal Chwok Srinagar who were protesting against the falling health of JKLF chairman Yaseen Malik. PDP minister’s cavalcade was attacked in Bandipora. 
Oct 23: The protests continued at various places across Kashmir valley and many were injured in forces action against the pro-freedom public rallies.  A truck was torched on highway near Pazalpora in south Kashmir. Residents of Barzulla accused forces of vandalism during night raids. A school was partially damaged in mysterious fire in Aripanthan area of Budgam district. Militants attacked a police picket at Sirnoo village in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district. Three youth having pellet injuries were shifted to Srinagar hospital. The boys were injured on October 22 in forces action.  While a BSF soldier injured in Pakistan forces sniper firing died in the hospital. The trooper was injured in Kathua district in Jammu.   
Oct 24: Kashmir observed a complete shutdown for the 108th consecutive day, even as police foiled two marches called by Valley’s resistance leadership. Reports said a TV journalist was allegedly roughed up by protesting youth while he was filming clashes in Ajar area of Bandipora. The protestors assaulted ETV journalist Muhammad Sayeed in Ajar area with sticks. Sayeed received injuries in his right arm and was taken to SDH Bandipora for treatment. In evening, suspected militants fired at a police post guarding the house of Abdul Rehman Veeri, Minister for Public Works and Parliamentary Affairs in Veeri area of Bijbehara in Anantnag district. The Minister and his family do not reside at the house. No damage was caused. According to reports, six-year old non-local boy Vicky Kumar and BSF soldier Sushil Kumar were killed while seven others including a two BSF troopers and five civilians were injured in mortars and heavy machine gun fire through Sunday night by Pakistan Rangers on the IB in Jammu sector. A militant was killed in an encounter with security forces in Kupwara district of Kashmir. Army personnel launched an anti-militancy operation in Lolab area of Kupwara district following information about presence of militants in the area, an army official said.
Oct 25: Normal life continued to remain affected in Kashmir valley for the 109th day of the strike even as many areas of the city witnessed increased movement of traffic in the day. Meanwhile, three school buildings were set ablaze by unknown persons over the past 24 hours, prompting authorities to step up security around educational institutions. At least seven women including six of a family were injured in fresh cross border firing on International Border (IB) in Suchetgarh and Chandu Ckak area of Jammu district, Police said. A government school was set ablaze by unknown persons in the wee hours today in Noorbagh area of the city but the blaze was put out by fire tenders, a police official said. He said the school building suffered damage in the fire and the firefighting operation. In another incident, miscreants tried to burn down Government Higher Secondary School at Aishmuqam in Anantnag district. According to a police statement, the fire was brought under control by fire tenders with the assistance of Police and locals. Last night, fire broke out in a building of Government Middle School in Sadrukote Bala of Bandipora district. Fire tenders were rushed in and the blaze was put out, the official said, adding the incident is suspected to be handiwork of miscreants.
Oct 26: At least six people were injured in clashes in South Kashmir even as the Valley observed a complete shutdown for the 110th consecutive day. Locals in Parraypora-Jablipora alleged that the forces damaged windowpanes and set stacks of rice on fire while the clashes continued. Masked youth on Wednesday morning vandalized cars and motorcycles in south Kashmir’s Pulwama district during shutdown hours. Scores of youth resorted to intense stone-pelting in Srinagar’s Hari Singh High Street and ransacked stocks of street vendors. “The masked youth started pelting stones which damaged scores of vehicles parked on roadsides,” they said. The youth fled from the spot shortly after the arrival of police.
Oct 27: A school building and an auto-rickshaw were set ablaze by unidentified persons in separate incidents of arson as situation remained tense in the valley on the 111th day of the unrest. In Sopore, a petrol bomb was hurled near Iqbal market. However, no loss of life or injury was reported in the incident. Police claimed to have arrested two ‘hard core’ stone pelters involved in many stone pelting cases and arson cases from Jammu. “A special team of Srinagar police arrested two hard core stone pelters Humair @ Nelcha and Zahid Rasool Sheikh of Nowhatta from Jammu.”  Army claimed while foiling an infiltration one of its soldier died and another injured in along LOC in Tangdar in north Kashmir. In another incident a BSF soldier died and ten civilians were injured in Pakistan firing along IB and LOC in J&K.
Oct 28: A woman was among two people killed in “mortar shelling” along the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu and Poonch districts on Friday, police said. Police sources said Isma Begum of border village Malikpur in Mendhar area of Poonch was hit by shell splinters and succumbed to her injuries at a local hospital. “Isma sustained splinter injuries in head during mortar shelling by Pakistani troops in Balakote Sector. She breathed her last at a Mendhar hospital,” they said. Police identified another deceased as 17-year-old Ajay Kumar of Gigrial in Pallanwala Sector, near Khour-Akhnoor. He was hit by splinters of mortar shell fired by Pakistani forces this afternoon, police said. Meanwhile, four civilians including two girls and a woman were injured “during night shelling” along the International Border in Jammu region, police said. Unidentified gunmen shot dead a woman in South Kashmir’s Pulwama district. The slain was identified as 50-year old Zeba Begum of Naina village of Pulwama district. The people were again barred from offering Friday prayers in Srinagar’s Jamia Masjid by imposing strict curfew in downtown.  Clashes and protests were reported from different parts of Valley against the arrests of youth during night raids and ransacking of houses by government forces. A PDP youth leader, Jeelani Kumar’s car was set ablaze by unknown persons outside his residence in Habba Kadal area of Srinagar late evening. In Pulwama, a petrol bomb was lobbed at police and paramilitary personnel deployed in Pirchoo area. However, no one was injured in this incident. Protests were reported from many parts of the valley as well.  A soldier and a militant were killed in Machil sector in north Kashmir’s Kupwara district. 
Oct 29: No incident of violence reported.
Oct 30: Shutdown was observed across Kashmir for the 114th consecutive day while as clashes against the nocturnal raids and arrests were reported from various areas. Thirteen persons were arrested from Ganderbal and Samboora during raids. The raids triggered protests on which forces fired dozens of tear gas shells. Unknown persons set ablaze a Government Higher Secondary School in Anantnag district of South Kashmir while a Vidyalaya school was also damaged in a fire incident which police said was caused due to short circuit. 
Oct 31: At least 13 persons including a 13 year old girl were wounded while six of them were shifted to SMHS Hospital Srinagar when clashes broke out in Mulwani Mohalla Rohmu area of South Kashmir’s Pulwama district. Locals alleged that government forces resorted to indiscriminate pellet and tear-smoke shelling while for intimidation they even fired dozens of bullets in air. Meanwhile, Police and CRPF men raided Chitragam Shopian in South Kashmir evoking massive protests followed by clashes between forces and civilians. Reports said that police men had come to arrest Tehreek-e-Hurriyat (TeH) Shopian chief, Muhammad Yousuf Falahi. “People came out of their homes and started protesting,” local reports said.

